
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

In this edition of The Tidewater Times , you will enjoy the wisdom and reflections of our out-
standing staff regarding the work at Tidewater and the impact of this work upon our community.  
On Saturday, our Celebration of Montessori Week  culminated with our parent and child Math 
Adventures as an exploration of why we do what we do at this school. We were so honored to 
receive this West Point STEM award and to host Dr. Jessica Mikhaylov. Enjoy the photos within 
this edition.  
 
Over the past 25 years, Tidewater has continued to be the most progressive model of education in 
southern Maryland, and most likely the state of Maryland. It is no longer enough to say that we 
are a research based curriculum, as those words have become ©buzz· words and are meaningless.  
Our research is core to everything we do. Every task has purpose with meaning and is foundation-
ally based on the research and philosophies of Maria Montessori, Jean Piaget and Alfred Adler.  
Visualize a three legged stool, with each leg being critical to its balance.  

 
Our first leg of our ©stool· is the research and tools designed by Maria Montessori. It is from her 
brilliance that our children are respected as they move through the planes of development and 
internalize the lessons of life. Montessori stressed that there are critical stages of sensory learning 

and children must learn by experiencing life .   
 
Our second leg is based upon the work of Jean Piaget, a contemporary of Maria Montessori who 
found that children seek redundant experiences as a means to internalize and master the meaning 
of a lesson. The cognitive task of thinking  cannot be minimized in human beings. A task must be 
completed many times to perfect our understanding; we naturally seek to replicate that experi-
ence until we internalize it. Often adults minimize the work of the child, believing that once a 
task is demonstrated as ©correct· that learning is mastered and the child must move on to the 
next step. This is the injustice found in traditional education. Repetition allows the child to absorb 
and master the task as he encodes the meaning within his brain for abstraction to new lessons. 
Learning must have meaning or it is non -transferable. 

 
Our final leg is what makes Tidewater such a unique and stable presence for not only our children 
but our families. Alfred Adler's theory of community and our innate desire to belong frames our 
model of discipline and our work to esteem children, staff and families. We have made an inten-
tional effort to embrace discipline and logical consequences over punishment and reward systems.  
We are passionate in our belief that human beings are intrinsically and innately wired to learn 
and be responsible members of community.  
 
Enjoy this special edition and keep it as a reference for future reflection, especially about mathe-
matics. Montessori's ability to make the abstract visible in the materials is without equal. She was 
a brilliant mathematician. This learning is best when the Piagetian principles of conservation and 
time are respected. And of course, the language of Adler's encouragement and membership builds 
a community model that empowers learning to be optimal. This is Tidewater!  
 

Ms. Nancy 

 

Special Thanks: 
 

Gloria Perpuse for picking 
up the covered wagon for 
PK/K world tour.  
 
David Spaulding for his 
Navy Seal workout with  

4-H. 
 

Lora Harris for sharing 
treasures and stories from 
her time in Egypt.  

 
Greg Frederick and Mike 
and Lily Barber for assisting 
us with Tidewater signs.  
 
The Behe family for the flag 
poster in Kindergarten.  

 
To parents for taking the 
time to attend the Silent 
Journey and Discovery, plus 
parent conferences and the 
Math Adventure seminar.  

 
Jesse, Becca, Eva and Meg 
for World Tour treats in K.  
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Message from the Director  
Nancy Libertini  

Parents: Volunteers are 
needed to help put up and 

remove signs at Dunkirk 
and Hallowing Point parks 

during the next two 

months. Please call the  

office if you can help.  
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Math Adventures  
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On Saturday, March 5th, Tidewater's children and parents gathered at the school for an incredible morning of fun, giggles and 
discovery, all focused on math.  In the primary grades (PK and K), experiments were set up to examine conservation, a Piagetian 
principle that helps parents and educators understand and respect the reasoning of the young child in regard to sorting color , 
shape and size for comparison of volume, quantity and equality.  In elementary, experiments focused on geometry in two planes 
and polyhedral formations, game theory, election interpretations, and probability.   In the bottom pictures, the children with th e 
help of parents are identifying the path of a projectile (a beanbag) and realizing the symmetric archway that results.  This work-
shop was designed and presented by Dr. Jessica Mikhaylov, associate professor of mathematics at The West Point Military Acad-
emy in New York.   Funding for this program was through the STEM outreach at West Point.  Dr. Mikhaylov is focusing her work 
on parent education, hoping to break down the cultural bias against math.  This is the second year that Tidewater has been re-
cipient of this outstanding grant opportunity.  
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We are delighted to announce that this year's Circle of Friends annual fund drive has raised over 
$13,000 so far!  Many thanks to the parents, board members, and alumni who have already gen-
erously donated! Several families are taking advantage of our easy automatic withdrawal pro-
gram for Circle of Friends donations.  Ask for a form in the office.  

 
We still need your help. Tuition alone does not cover the cost of a Tidewater education.  We rely 
on grants and donations to make up the difference. This year's Circle of Friends money will sup-
port ongoing operations and fund a marketing plan to help our school grow.  
 
You already know what a difference The Tidewater School makes for your family.  Please help 
keep our programs strong with a donation to the Circle of Friends. This year's campaign ends on  
May 31, 2011. Thank you for all you do for Tidewater!  

 

Why we donate to the Circle of Friends                                      
by Jen & Dan Behe 
 
We have been part of the Tidewater family since 2005 when our son started pre -K. Like many first -
time parents we  didn't know much about school systems or the finer points  of educational philoso-

phy; we just wanted our child to be in an environment that allowed him to explore, feel respected, 

and have fun. How happy we were to find that Tidewater did that and so much more.  

 

Over the years we have seen our two children thrive at the Tidewater school. It is a unique place 
where the love of learning prevails. When we drop Bryce and Meg off each morning we feel confident 

that their day will be a mixture of interesting challenges, helping friends, and dynamic, interactive 

learning.  

We feel good about supporting Tidewater and the Circle of Friends because we want to see the 

school continue to offer excellent educational opportunities for years to come. We believe in the 
school's ability to launch the next generation of peace -keepers and problem solvers; we want our children to have the chance to 

reach their fullest potential, and we feel Tidewater is the school where that can happen. Quite simply, we believe in Tidewat er. 

 Empower ($5,000 & above) 

Ms. Erin O'Connor and Mr. Paul Quicker 
 

Nurture ($1,000 - $2,499) 
Dr. and Mrs. Emad Al-Banna 

Mr. and Mrs. Kirk McAlexander  

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Reinhart  
 

Inspire ($500 - $999) 

Dr. and Mrs. Vivek Amin  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Coleman  

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Libertini  
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rader 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Taylor, Ms. Nicole Taylor 
 

Fulfill (up to $499)  

Dr. and Mrs. Dan Behe 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bonanno  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bossert 

Bowen's Grocery Store 
Ms. Kierstan Boyd and Mr. Thomas Rodilosso 

Mr. and Mrs. John Bury 
Ms. Lorraine Carvalho 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 

 

 

 

Mr. and Mrs. John Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Dunlap 

Ms. Rose Futchko and Ms. Dawn Hundley 
Mr. and Mrs. William Harding  

Ms. Lora Harris and Mr. Scott Galczynski 

Mr. and Mrs. John Jones 
Ms. Selina Kaylor 

Ms. Carol Petraitis and Mr. Christopher Keller  
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kenlon 

Renee LaFayette, Esq. 
Ms. Cecile Martin  

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Morrison  
Ms. Florence Novellino-Ott and Mr. Keith Ott   

Ms. Gale Reich 
Dr. and Mrs. Philip T. Rodilosso 
Mr. and Mrs. Mikhail Shamkin  

Ms. Patricia Sparenberg and Ms. Deanna Sparenberg 
Ms. Angela Montgomery and Mr. Bruce Stevenson  

Mr. and Mrs. T. Craig Wayson 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeff Zolt 

 

Additional Pledge, Amount Unspecified  

Mr. Michael Bojokles 

Jen Behe and the Behe children 

Thank you to our generous Circle of Friends donors, 2010 -2011 



 

 

 

Pre-Kindergarten News  
By Ms. Laura 

Tidewater Times - Spring 2011 4 

The Pre-K tour group embarked on their trip around the 
world, starting with a covered wagon ride out West. We 
wasted no time and hopped over to Hawaii for some rest 
and relaxation before the long flight to Japan at the begin-
ning of the month.  
 

While in the Land of the Rising Sun we enjoyed sitting 
together on a tatami mat and doing origami. Our side 
trips included climbing Mount Fuji and visiting the fishing 
village of Noto Hanto where we learned a little Japanese 
drumming. What fun it was to celebrate Setsubun, the 
Japanese equivalent of Groundhog Day here in the US. This 

rite of spring 
involves throw-
ing beans into 
your house and 
shouting ©out 

with the bad, in with the good!· Our 
sushi chefs even rolled their own Cali-
fornia rolls with rice, carrots and cu-
cumber. The class was eager to try 
soybeans in their different forms too. 
Edamame got a thumbs-up from most 
of our travelers, as did the miso soup.  

 
After that it was off to China where we 
heard some of the stories surrounding 
Chinese New Year. The story of the 
Kitchen God is such a fun one for this 
age group. The Kitchen God's job is to 
watch over each family from his altar 
so that he can make a report to the 
Jade Emperor in the sky before the 
lunar New Year. It is the Jade Emperor 
who then decides the fate of the peo-
ple on earth for the next year. He can 

send good weather or bad to affect the har-
vest. Offerings of tanggua or watermelon 
sticky candy are made to the Kitchen God to 
keep his mouth occupied during his report. 
In our class, we also took a little offering of 
candy for ourselves! 
 
We practiced calligraphy and made lanterns 
for the New Year. The children loved put-
ting on a lion parade for their kindergarten 
friends too. Chinese long life noodles tasted 
yummy, but using chopsticks took some 
practice. The children also enjoyed learning 
about China's famous panda kindergarten 
where baby pandas are raised in captivity.  
 

Finally we headed by boat to the land Down 
Under. It was challenging to get on such a 
big boat. We had to be careful not to fall in 
the water! The winds were strong as we 
sailed south and landed near the Great Bar-
rier Reef. We enjoyed learning to recognize 
the unique wildlife in Australia. Be sure to 
look for our Aboriginal dot paintings and 
rainbow fish if you stop by.  
  

At the beginning of March we bundled up 
and headed south to Antarctica to learn 
about ice. The children were fascinated by 
the way in which our homemade icebergs 
floated and how our ©blubber· (Crisco) kept 
our hands warm. We ate penguin pops and 
thought about how strange it would be to 
live in a biome with little to no plant life 
and no new snow despite the cold tempera-
tures. We also did our annual egg transfer 

Friends surf in Hawaii while another friend 
listens for coconut water.  

Friends out West 

 
 

The Queen and King  


