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Message from the Director  

Nancy Libertini  

Dear Friends, 

It is in this passing of time that I smile and cherish the flood of memories you have given to me.   I 

have been so blessed to have had so many years doing what I love and hopefully touching a life or 

two along the way.   My life has been like a song¹. So beautiful!  You have been the music that 

carried my soul.  It is important that we examine why we ©sing· with such meaning and pur-

pose.  My years with children and their families have been full of harmony, some with a more 

rapid beat than others.  

I passionately believe that our lives have been blessed to resonate for a while in our narra-

tives. You have become a part of my life and for a brief interlude, I have been blessed to be a part 

of yours. Along the way, I have harvested a bounty of wisdom.  It has been humbling to learn how 

much I did not know 25 years ago when I started Tidewater, and even more humbling how much 

I still do not understand as I leave.  The beautiful lesson is that I have come to know that I do not 

need to understand. I merely need to love.  Love takes down all defenses, leaves oneself so vulner-

able that nothing but wisdom is made apparent.  I need to trust and not worry.  

If I could give our children anything at all, it would be the simplicity of faith to believe that they 

are complete and wonderfully made to become their own unique self, not one of their parents, or 

a peer, or a movie star, or a sports hero¹.or character but themselves! Oh the gifts we miss be-

cause we are afraid to pop out of our seed pods and blossom into being!  

I have made some progress with my life, but my narrative is not over.  I am about to make some 

new discoveries about myself during this next stage of life and you too in your next stage.   Be 

open to the strangers you meet.   Allow yourself to be vulnerable and receive their messages.   Life 

is so beautiful and you are a good part of the reason that I say that! What a joy it has been to 

know you.  

In closing, I can honestly say that I love you.  You have touched my heart in a way unlike any other 

could.  There is this collective conscience called Tidewater and I am honored that I will have that 

as my memory.  I am better because I was blessed to be called to this place, honored to be gifted 

with a vision to make the research become a reality, and released to savor its lasting flavor in the 

days ahead. 

I have attached to this letter a document that I presented last year to the staff and board at Tide-

water.  It is an ethical transcription of narrative:   How important it is to live our story and how 

important it is to understand that we must uphold an ethical life.  I offer it to you to articulate 

and embrace your own social ethic, knowing that you are woven into this Tidewater Narrative . 

We will be known forever by the tracks we leave¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹ (A Native American Proverb). 

May all of your days be ones of peace. 

Shalom, 

Nancy 
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The Need to Transform  

Within the Ethics of our Narrative:  

Taken from the work of Stanley Hauerwas:  

A Community of Character  

 

1. The social structure that supports the philosophy of The Tidewater School requires that all who have selected the 
role of Staff recognize and embrace the narrative structure for respect of the development of children.  We need to 

hold onto what we believe.  

2. Every social ethic involves a narrative, whether it is concerned with the formulation of basic principles of social 

organization and/or concrete policy alternatives.  This defines us.  

3. The ability to provide an adequate account of our existence is the primary test of the truthfulness of our social 

ethic.  

4. Communities formed by a truthful narrative must provide the skills to transform fate into destiny so that the unex-

pected, especially as it comes in the form of strangers, can be welcomed as gift.  

5. The primary social task of the school is to be itself  ̄that is, a people who have been formed by a story that pro-

vides them with the skills for negotiating the danger of this existence.  

6. Social ethics can only be done from the perspective of those who do not seek to control but who are content to be 

out of control. (Trusting process)  

7. Social ethics depend on the development of leadership that can be trusted and depend upon the diversity of the 
gifts within the community.  Speak truthfully and respectfully to one another, recognizing that every member of 

our school community plays a valued part in the growth of our narrative.  

8. For the school to be, rather than to have, a social ethic means we must recapture the social significance of common 

behavior, such as acts of respect, kindness, friendship, cooperation and the formation of community.  

9. The school does not exist to provide an ethos for education or any other social organization, but stands as a model 

of integrity and alternative for others to emulate, witnessing to the developmental respect that all humanity de-

serves. 

10. The school seeks not power, or security, or equality or even dignity, but a sense of worth gained from participation 
and contribution to a common adventure. Hope is required, as there can be no adventure if we despair of our goal.  
Such hope does not necessarily take the form of excessive confidence; rather it involves the simple willingness to 
take the next step.  
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Ms. Jan and the Pre-K 

enjoying shaved ice under 

the shade tree.  

Ahh, summer! 



Pre-Kindergarten Photos  

By Ms. Laura 
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