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Special Thanks:

Jen Behe for donating a
toaster oven for downstairs.

Hospice Tree volunteers:

The Gotts, Sofia Durand, Pat
Ewing, Veronica Durand,
Susan, Taryn, and Alessandra
Reinhart.

All of the parents who con-
tributed food to the Day of
the Dead feast.

Parents & their guests for
the Thanksgiving feast con-
tributions.

Ms. Katie and all the fami-
lies who joined us for Fam-
ily Music Night on Dec. 5

Mark Shirey for the play-
ground maintenance.

Sylvia Selwood for the St.
Nicholas treats.

Mikaela Rossman Clark for
leading our Hanukkah ob-
servance.

Cindy & Mike Bossert for
installing our new dish-
washer.

Suzanne & Kirk for hosting
the parent advisory commit-
tee social.

The Quickers f
birthday cake.
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TIDEW ATER
BRINGING LIFE TO LEARNING t’ m es

Message from the Head of School

What a whirlwind this fall has been. It feels like we just started the school year and

here we are getting ready for the holiday break. | am proud of what the Board, staff,
parent advisory committee and children have done this year. Our transition has been a
smooth one and we look ahead with renewed hope and enthusiasm for 2012.

We are pleased that our search for a new Head of School is behind us and are very ex-
cited to have found such a talented and energetic person to lead Tidewater as we grow.
Now we can devote our energy to improving enrollment and strengthening programs
within the school.

Grace Yannakakis is a good fit for us in so many ways. She brings a wealth of experi-
ence as a teacher and administrator and a strong desire to help us raise our profile as a
model of progressive education. Furthermore, Grace is a warm and engaging person
and with new eyes, she sees the potential that all of us know is present at the school. |
know you will enjoy meeting her on January 20 ™ from 7-8:30. Please plan to join us
then for an informal welcome reception (details below).

May you enjoy having extra time with
ing you get a little time to relax and play! On behalf of the entire staff, we wish your
family a safe and happy holiday season.

Laura

Pl ease Join Usé

An informal reception to meet and welcome Ms. Grace
Yannakakis as our new Head of School will be on
January 20, 2012,7068: 30 p m, at Laur

=)

Childcare will be offered at the school from 6:30 -9:00 pm.
Ms. Amy's

or J
Please RSVP to April Watts by January 2, 2012.
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Special Thanks
Continued:

Mikaela Rossman Clark
for supplying daily treats
to Tidewater staff. We
give her treats 2 thumbs
up! Please see the ad for
her business
on the back page.

And?

Wishing Mr. Stevenson
well on his new job
abroad. We will miss his
friendly face and his help-
ful attitude!

Sending get well wishes
to Dorothy Coleman.

M

Message from the Board President

On behalf of Tidewater's Board of Directors, | wish our entire Tidewater
family - students, staff, parents and extended families - the gift of Peace
and Love this holiday season. We have had a busy and productive year

a me thus iar, svith much to celebrate, and | encourage all of us to find time
for a bit of quiet and reflection during the next few weeks. Enjoy your
holiday break and enjoy each other! It is, remember, "the season to be
jolly" so wrap some smiles and laughter into your days - they can be the
best gifts - for family and strangers alike!

Dorothy Rader

Message from the Future Head of School

Dear Tidewater Families,
As promise wakens in the sleeping land:
They carol, feast, give thanks,
And dearly love their friends,
And hope for peace.
And now so do we, here, now,
This year and every year.
Welcome Yule!
-from The Shortest Daypy Susan Cooper

| have always loved this time of year. The days grow shorter and the darkness of winter descends,
and yet there are so many joyful ways to bring light back into the world through love, hope and all
of the rich and diverse symbols and stories the season offers.

Despite the decrease in daylight, my work days remain long by any estimation, and so more often
than not | find myself driving home with my daughters in the dark. | always tell my girls that there

is opportunity around every corner, and so recently, we have made the most of our commute home

by singing songs and enjoying the holiday lights that adorn our route and the homes in our

neighborhood.

My youngest daughter Delilah has been particularly enthralled with our Christmas tree this year.

She has taken it upon herself to hurry into the house each evening and turn on the lights of the

tree before even removing her coat. Last night, we took some extra time together to appreciate the

tree before retiring for the evening. Delilah told me stories about her favorite ornaments and even-

tually we both fell asleep on the couch, warmed by the glow of the lights. My older daughters, Zoe

and Livi, commented that when they came upstairs to say goodnight, we looked so peaceful that
they just could not di sturb us. Delilah's ref
©Mo mmy , I want to fall asleep |i ke that every n

As we approach these busy days of the holiday season, my hope for all of us is that we cultivate
peace, love and joy in our homes and communities, and that we find opportunity for rest and re-
flection. | enter this holiday season with more than my share of joy, as | am thrilled to become
Ti dewater's next Head of School . I |l ook forward
to do together, to build on the solid foundation and progressive tradition Tidewater currently en-
joys. In the more immediate future, | look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at the
January 20 reception that Laura Amin has most graciously offered to host.

My very best wishes for the Holidays,
Grace C. Yannakakis

-
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f~ \ / 9_ alumni. Financial gifts to the Circle of Friends annual giving fund directly support Tide-
-N~- water's children and their teachers, strengt!
54 /l\ g ble the incredible learning environment that
% > is Tidewater.
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Because we are an intentionally small

school every gift to the Circle of Friends
counts. You making us a philanthropic priority is vital to the long and
short-term stability of the School. Donations to the annual fund are tax -
deductible, so please consider including Tidewater in your end of year
giving plan. Your donation makes a difference!

Getting To Know:
Jan DeMar

Our much beloved Primary Assistant Jan DeMar has been with

Tidewater since 1989. She was born in Washington, DC and is the
7 of 7 children. She loves taking care of children and has two

of her own plus 4 grandchildren. Her son Thomas served 3 years

| in Irag and is now a Capitol Police Officer. Her daughter Jaclyn is
a Paralegal and mother of Jan's granddaughter Eva. Jan also has|
a step-son Timmy who is a secret service agent. He and his wife

Maureen, who is a nurse at NIH, have three children. Jan lives in
Huntingtown and loves to go boating on the Patuxent River.

For many children, Jan is the first person they see as they come in each morning. "My love is children
and my world revolves around them and all they have to give. | cannot think of a more gratifying
career.” Thank you Ms. Jan for being such a kind and dedicated presence here at Tidewater.

Snow and Inclement Weather

On most occasions, The Tidewater School follows the school closing decisions of the Calvert County Public Schools
(CCPS). In the event that we do not follow CCPS, we will send an email and post an alert on our website.

Our policy is as follows:

If CCPS open one hour late, all Tidewater children will come to school one hour late.

If CCPS open two hours late, all Tidewater children will come to school two hours late arriving at 11 am. Due to the
late arrival of PK children, they will come for lunch at school and be dismissed at 1:30. This will allow the aftercare
children to then have rest time.

If CCPS are closed, so are we.
In the event of an early closing announcement, please use your judgment and come to school as soon as you safely can.

If the weather is of concern, parents will be called by phone and/or notified by email. On days of uncertainty, you are
requested to check your emails at work frequently.
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Ms . Pr i

By Ms. Laura

Laur a's

November and December are a time of celebration at Tidewater.
The diversity in our own classrooms provides a starting point for
children to understand and value the many distinct cultures of
the world. What better way to do that than to feature festivals
from around the world? Children have many opportunities over
their years here to learn songs, hear stories, taste treats and
create symbols for a wide variety of holidays. Because many
cultures observe special days just before the start of winter, we
enjoy introducing our students to many of these holidays of
light. Here is a sampling of the holidays that we share with our
students this time of year:

Diwali - the Hindu new year. During this festival of lights, debts
are forgiven, homes are cleaned and decorated, new clothes are
purchased, and blessings are given to friends and family. It is
traditional for children to receive money or gifts from their par-
ents. Families visit the temple and celebrate with relatives.
Houses are decorated with candles and lights, and doorsteps are
decorated with colorful chalk or sand rangoli designs. Finally,
there are fireworks are at night. Our celebration included music,
dancing, food and lots of beautiful clothes and textiles. This year
Isha and her mother helped with our celebration in the primary
classes.

Santa Lucia a Christian observance in Scandinavia during which
children don white robes and candle crowns. The holiday sym-
bolizes the light of faith and promise of the return of the sun
after a long winter. In my class the observance includes making
gingerbread cookies, a holiday tradition that | enjoyed as an
exchange student in Norway. During our observance in the pri-
mary classes, the Santa Lucia
class bake bread called Lussekatter and gather in a procession to
deliver it to their younger counterparts in our class. The proces-
sion is led by the oldest girl in the class.

St. Nicholas Day The European holiday of good will. It is be-
lieved that Bishop Nicholas convinced his followers to give the
fruits of their harvest to the suffering children and families in a
faraway town. Each year the Saint now sends good people to
continue his work, to share gifts and to spread the story of the
birth of Jesus. Children leave carrots and straw in their shoes the
night before his arrival in hopes that he might fill the shoes with
nuts, fruits and other treats. Nicholas is accompanied by his
ornery companion Krampus who plays tricks during his visit.
This year Emily's mother
stocking filled with fruits, nuts and bread with our class on Saint
Nicholas Day.

Eid- The Muslim feast celebrating the end of Ramadan, a month -
long fast meant to cleanse the body and offer a time of soulful
reflection and worship. Families gather at the mosque to feast
on the fall harvest and look for opportunities to help those less -
fortunate than themselves. We did not celebrate Eid this year
because it fell so close to the beginning of the school year, how-
ever we will incorporate some of the traditions into our world
tour in February or March.

mary

Syl vi

News

Hanukkah- ©A Gr eat Miracle Happened
servance celebrates the victory of the Israelites over the Greeks
and the restoration of the Jewish temple in Jerusalem. The
lighting of the Menorah over eight days with the Shammash
represents the number of days the lamp of God burned in the
restored temple with only one drop of oil. Families and friends
gather and children receive presents from their parents. Warm,
filling foods are served. We heard the story of Hanukkah as
told by Falon's mother Mi chael
music, games and stories.

Los Posados The Mexican holiday in which children travel
through their villages for
find a place for the birth of the baby Jesus. On the ninth night
they are invited in to homes for a party and celebrate with a
piiata. Ms . Suzanne's class tr g
at the inn. After several tries, we finally invite them to stay
and enjoy a smal/l party which
Lily tells the story of Los Posadas to our classes each year.

nin

Loi Krathong (loy-kruh-thong) Festival -This holiday is cele-
brated in Thailand in November each year."Loy" means "to
float" and a "Krathong" is a lotus -shaped vessel made of ba-
nana leaves. The Krathong usually contains a candle, three joss
sticks, some flowers and coins. The festival starts at night
when there is a full moon in the sky. People carry their Kra-
thongs to the nearby rivers. After lighting candles and making

a wish, they place the Krathongs on the water and let them

drift away. People are offering thanks to the Goddess of water.

Our class makes paper lotuses and covers them with wax so
sthatgthey fleah Therdwe enake wishesand fpat.our ®owersam n e !
our water table.

Advent and Christmas- The anticipation and celebration of the

birth of Christ, this holiday is associated with several famous
children's books that we read i
rating, baking, exchanging cards and gifts and gathering with
family. The nativity story is central to this observance and we
use a creche to illustrate the
rations, read stories and attend the annual elementary produc-

tion of The Nutcracker to mark this holiday.

There are a few other traditions in our class this time of year.

We plant paperwhite bulbs two weeks before the holiday
break so that you have a symbol of the hope of sunnier days
Zlose @ thd Wirkter Yostice® We afsd Enjoy raking giftshfgrr e d
family members and baking treats together. It is a happy time

of year!

Here's hoping that your Decemb
that your own celebrations are marked by peace, joy and good
health.

Ms. Laura
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Two frierids make sand
Gakes® o' .
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A friend
reads to
his class




Ms. Suzanne's Primary News
By Ms. Suzanne

“Tis the season to be over wh &I fealtdargeeyenaedasdietong emhreidery bogpeds
pushing the newest products to both you and your chil- thread

dren. But are these new fangled gadgets developmentally 9 Pegloom and yarn; pot-holder loom and loops
appropriate? Do they offer open-ended play? Problem Art & Fine motor

solving? What do you remember as your favorite play M Tack puncher, felt pad, hole punch, stapler, tape, scis-

things? sors

This month |'d like to share Tgoqfagonsgqolprgdp@gl%mg@ts that stir the
imagination, provoke creativity and have play value. There 9 Chalk board and chalk

is something magical about watching a child play with the Ream of paper! tracing paper, construction, origami

right ©t oy - at t he appropriatepaaepe. Don'P be surprised iff

your child immediately gets immersed in play! These are

things that I, personally, love and delight in sharing with T Stencils for tracing

Science & Math

my own family. ---Suzanne }
9 Building blocks Ebasic unit blocks, magnet blocks, Legos,
Practical Life (see NY Times article)
1 Baker's hat and apron, r eceffp Realistctoékingfdrm animald, mammalsgdinbsawsst a u
rant) birds, insects
I Hand-held egg beater (Fill a flat-bottomed, glass bowl 9 Bug boxes, magnifying glass, binoculars, kaleidoscope
with ~4 cups of water, add 2 -3 drops of dish soap and easurin es. scal
crank the handle to make ‘og[d,v'es g?p%u%%les!)
1 Child-size pitcher (3-8 0z.) or specialty shapes (cow, I Parquetry blocks, tanograms
kitten) 9 Dice (variety of types)

9 Blunt-tip knife, sifter, vegetable choppers & cutting Books

board, to use with adult supervision I Golden Guides reference books for Trees, Birds, Flowers,

9 JuicerEmanual or electric Ewith a bag of oranges! Your Insects, Shells

child will love being the expert - O3maker 1 Picture Dictionary for children

1 Clothes pins, mini-clothes line Egreat to strengthen f Draw & write books, Ed Younfg'
f

pincer grasp can Girl Lettering book

Clean Up First 1000 Word bookst*terrifi
9 Mini -utility -carrier, scrub brush, sponge, and towel Check with good independent bookseller like Politics
91 Bissell floor & carpet sweeper (forget extended handle and Prose or Chinaberry Books for more.
piece) Cultural
1 Mini-broom & dust pan 9 Flags, atlas, postcards, art lotto (get acquainted then go
see the real thing!)
' Broom, mop, push-broom 1 Sting games
I Lambswool duster; scrub brush . . .
Tools & Gross Motor 9 Coins from foreign countries (great from the Tooth
Fairy, too!)
I Hammering shapes set (pre-drilled shapes, tacks, T w i
wooden hammer & cork board) useum trip _
q wagon, wheelbarrow, gloves, bamboo rake, shovel, g CDs, harmonica
snow shovel, chin-up bar ames. _ _ _
9 FlashlightEgreat problem solving opportunity to get T Spinning tops, pick-up sticks
batteries in properly! 1 Memory games (Animals, art, world landmarks)
9 Bag of bolts, nuts and wing nuts; bag of PVC elbows & {  Lotto games, Chutes & Ladders, Bingo, Jenga, Scrabble
connectors Jr., Pictionary Jr., Mastermind, Jr.
ﬂ Hammer (8 oz. head), screw driver, tape measure; hand Old Ma'd{ Go Flsh,h(?lzeckers, Ch_essf, Mancalak_
-drill, toolbox, goggles, wood glue; roofing nails, stump Games give yourchi opportunltles_ or tl.Jm taking,
or scrap boards; planning & organizing as we
Sewing ’ focus of attention. Start Memory game with only 12

) ) cards total; adapt the rules so your child will feel suc-
I Lacing and/or sewing cards cessful and build on those feelings of success.
9 Lauri sewing kit (pre -cut felt shapes, ready to sew pup-
pets!)
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Grace & courtesy

Vases and doilies for table decorations;

I Cosmetic bag with small, mirror, brush, comb, finger nail
brush

I Napkin folding; place cards

 Alarm clock
Visual timer

Sources:

9 Montessori Services ~ www.MontessoriServices.com

f Montessor i ' www.Blentedsori -n-such.com

 Michael Olaf www.michaelolaf.com/store

1 Chinaberry www.Chinaberry.com

National Gallery of Art www.nga.gov/ginfo/salesshop

T Museum Gift Shops

1 IKEA

I Why Not? (200 King Street, Alexandria, VA)

9 Politics and Prose (5015 Conn, NW, knowledgeable staff in

the Children's Dept.
Educate and Celebrate (Prince Frederick)

Recommended Reading:
http://lwww.nytimes.com/2011/11/28/nyregion/with-building -blocks-
educators-going-back-to-basics.html?_r=1&emc=etal

http://www.waldorftoday.com/2011/12/the-5-best-toys-of-all-time -
by-jonathan -liu/
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