
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

 This year will prove to be a reflective journey for me as I look back upon a 25 
year history of The Tidewater School and look forward to what lies ahead for this won-
derful institution, dedicated to children. Our mission has been reworded at times to pro-
vide clarity from all of our education terminology but it has never changed in meaning.  
Tidewater started as a prekindergarten/kindergarten model, growing to include elemen-
tary. This happened through the diligence of a passionate Board and the motivation of 
determined parents. Just as in 1986, we strive to exemplify our mission:  
 

The Tidewater School is a vibrant community where each child is inspired to learn 
through hands on exploration and self -discovery within a researched based curriculum.  
 

In doing so, we recognize our identity:  
 

The Tidewater School is a place where childhood is celebrated, respected, and nur-
tured. We support each child's distinctive way of learning and follow that lead in de-
veloping a curriculum specific for those needs.  
 

We embrace our vision: 
 

The Tidewater School aims to be the premier progressive educational community in 
Maryland.  
 

 Although many describe Tidewater as a magical place, it is logical in its method 
which is based on sound research. It is a dynamic model of education that demands as-
sessing and striving to become better with each passing year. We make mistakes¹.. And 

embrace the same words that we offer to our children, Mistakes are the beginning of 
understanding. We are better because of our collective spirit, made up of staff, children 
and families. We are better because we seek to be peacemakers. Tidewater is a respectful 
place in that here, every child's inner spirit, often called the sense of self, is nourished 
and honored. We work hard to emulate that nurturing presence within our work as a 

team of  staff and parents . We adhere to the belief that every life is full of gifts. Often, it 
is in our differences where our most unique gifts are hidden. In this safe place, our chil-
dren are encouraged to be themselves. They blossom and reveal both strengths and 
weaknesses. We long to be authentic for it is then that we become truthful and unafraid.  

   

 We just concluded our first Silent Journey and Discovery of the year. I am struck 
each time I experience silence in our classrooms. These moments are so precious. When 
the children are there, I am totally absorbed in watching them. When they are gone, I 
am in awe of their tools and want to touch everything in the room, regardless of level. I 
learn something new every day in this place. In the Silent Journey, our travelers are en-
couraged to leave behind all of the worries and enter here as a child. When was the last 
time you were encouraged to be a child, casting away all agendas and preconceived 

(Continued on page 2) 

Special Thanks to: 

 

The American Chestnut 

Land Trust (ACLT) and 
farmer Jeff Klapper for 

donating organic vege-

tables to the Pre -K. 

 

Rick Weber and his 
team for the comple-

tion of the Outdoor 

Classroom. Rick also 
helped us to remove 

the fence so that our 

well could be repaired.  

 

Brian Walling and his 
father for constructing 

the lattice around the 

units outside of Ele-

mentary. Brian also 
gets big thanks for 

helping to adjust our 

new tables.  

 

Dan Behe for an out-
standing seminar for 

the staff on Functional 

Neurology.  

 

Rose Futchko for shar-
ing countless hours to 

help perfect our com-

puter bases, maintain 

our security and educa-
tion the staff.  

 

Greg Frederick for all 

of the work placing 

our TWS signs on ma-
jor roadways and with 

repairs over the sum-

mer. Greg was also  
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instrumental in planning 

for the application of 
the Tick repellent.  

 

Susan Reinhart for giv-

ing the Lower Elemen-

tary a Sistine Chapel 
activity and also lending 

them wool curriculum 

ideas. Susan is also the 
coordinator for the 

school raffle of the DR 

powerwagon donated to 

our school by the Gott 
family É Do you have 

your ticket yet?  

 

Gloria Perpuse for  

organizing our For  
Small Hands order.  

 

Upper Elementary 
Friends for all of their 

hard work in relocating 

plants and moving the 

bricks from the Pre -K 
garden in order that the 

well contractors could 

do their work without 
damaging our special 

garden. 
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plans of what had to or should be 
done?  Our rooms are so beautiful and 
they belong to our children, not our 
teachers. Our teachers are facilitators, 
observing, listening and guiding our 

children to do the same: observe, se-
lect, manipulate, discover and inter-
nalize, always from the concrete to 
the abstract. 
 

 We speak of three periods for 

a lesson with a child. The first period 

is observation . With a pre -
programmed agenda adults often skip 
this stage. When we move quickly, we short change ourselves of the magnificence of 
what is before us! We fail to appreciate and respond to the wonder of what is hap-
pening, and in doing so, we operate on only a partial and biased perception. That is 
why it is so magical to have a child take you on a nature trail, to a museum, or any-
where for that matter!  They experience it so differently from their angle and their 
interest. They have no preconceived interpretation that will bias their observations. 
They are spontaneous and in the moment. That is so difficult for us.  
 

 The second period of the lesson is selection and discovery.  It is at this time 
that the child has selected from observation the task that is enticing. The work be-
gins. The possibilities are endless when the child is directing the work.  The teacher 
superimposes the content to match the selection made by the child.  For example, if 
the child in elementary has selected the bin of rock samples to explore, the teacher 
may guide the child to cross this bin with a specific biome unit or a library book 
about gems or minerals or even fossils. It is during this second period of work that 
the child may select to work with a friend or be solo. Questions develop naturally 
based upon the materials. This natural curiosity provides for higher level analysis. 
Discovery happens and the child is ready to move to the third stage of the lesson: 
What does this mean? Can you share this with another human being? Where else have you 
heard this story or seen this material before? What will you do now?  

  

 This third stage is processing our experience, drawing conclusions, and  

formulating meaning.   At Tidewater, we take it one step further. Knowledge only 
becomes wisdom when you share it with another.  
 

 It has been another lovely week at school! Our children have been busy in 
their classes and sharing their findings with their friends in the other classes. Tide-
water applies learning and social emotional theories and guess what! The research  

is correct. Learning can be fun when we respect the way we learn. There are well  

defined reasons why this form of education develops great thinkers.  
 

 I can think of no better time than the beauty of fall for you as a family to 

observe, select and discover, and gain new meanings about life . Lie on the earth and 
observe! Take quiet walks and discover! Venture into the stillness of the dark nights 

and hear your silence speak! And remember, let your  child help you discover the 

child within yourself!  
 

Shalom, 

Nancy 
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Message from the Director (continued)  

Beka, the reading  
lab and  

Mrs. Curtis  
join us every  

Thursday afternoon  
for reading time.  

Singing and dancing at The Fall Festival at Kings Landing  

Park on October 22, 2010 
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Journey and Discovery EvaluationÉOctober 22nd and 23rd 
By Gloria Perpuse, mother of Kurt, Pre -K 

 

What was the most powerful experience from either the Journey or 

the Discovery? 
The most powerful experience was imagining (and in reality) being 
able to walk in my child's footsteps and in his mindset through The 
Tidewater School. As adults, we can read the countless brochures and 
articles on the Montessori model of educational philosophy, but it is 
an entirely different revelation to explore a classroom from the per-
spective of an inquisitive child. ©Hands on· tinkering with the vast 

array of Montessori classroom materials, educational tools, and books 
was captivating and fun!  
 

What value do you feel you have derived from this experience?  
As parents, we are often bombarded with advertisements to purchase 
the latest and greatest gadgets and toys from companies promising to 
enhance our child's IQ or to transform them into a star pupil. I was 

amazed how every object seen or touched in a Montessori classroom 
serves an authentic and beneficial purpose. Every item is logically po-
sitioned and carefully organized for a unique and intriguing lesson É
to awaken and stretch each child's intellect and/or sensory skill set at 
their own pace and ability level. The scholastic genius in each classroom's design is found in the 
smallest details of simplicity. For instance in the Kindergarten classroom, the pegs in the wooden ge-
ography puzzles are the capital locations...clever. It reaffirmed to me that Tidewater is a rewarding 
and nurturing environment where children can unlock their true potential É building a strong foun-
dation for progressive learning throughout their childhood.  

 

In what ways do you imagine this experience will enhance your 

relationship with your child or with the school?  

For a minor investment of a few hours of time, it was truly 
worthwhile. The experience of ©exploring· my child's classroom 
caused me to reflect on how I was taught in a public grade 
school in the 1970's. Awards and accolades went to the children 
who mastered listening and memorization skills. Typical days 

revolved around finishing routine worksheets, watching movies 
from a projector, copying lessons from the chalk board, taking 
timed tests, and staring at the dreaded, and ever so slow, clock 
on the wall. With the exception of ©show and tell· and brief li-
brary visits, our naturally curious minds were molded by your 
teachers and textbooks, both good and bad. One quote by Maria 
Montessori sums up what I cherish about Tidewater's Pre-K pro-
gram É ©Free the children's potential, and you will transform 
him into the world.· My child is happy and inspired at Tidewa-

ter. In my opinion, those are great building blocks for ANY edu-
cational model É public or private.                                          

Gloria Perpuse, mother of Kurt in Pre-K, explores 
materials during The Silent Journey 

Scott Galczynski, father of Jasper in Pre-K, explores the  

Pre-K classroom during The Silent Journey. 



 

 

 

Pre-Kindergarten News  
By Ms. Laura 
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So what's happen-
ing in Pre-K any-
way? Chances are 
you do not get 
many details from 
your preschooler, 
but don't let that 
fool you. Our class-
room is lively with 
learning taking 
place in the most 
surprising ways and 
interesting places! 

Pre-K is very social, especially among the four and five year 
olds, who love to talk, negotiate and help each other. Look 
at the picture of the four happy children on the platform at 
the outdoor classroom. They had been engaged in pretend 
play and were making plans for a train trip.  A great deal of 
brainstorming and negotiation was going on and they were 
excited to share all the details!  

The three year olds in our group shift from watchful and 
solitary to active and parallel in their play. They spend a 
great deal of time watching what others are doing.   They 
love to practice doing things for themselves unassisted. Julia 
is just as content to swing by herself as she is to play beside 

a friend in the sandbox. Samantha 
and Jack worked together to build 

their castle, but they did so in 
a side-by-side fashion without 
much conversation.  Jasper 
wanted to sit and watch an-
other child perform the oppo-
sites task prior to joyfully 
completing the work all by 
himself! Threes tend to flit 
from one activity to another 
and often need assistance 
with pacing and clean -ups.  

The Pre-K room has been alive 

with an increased interest in language this month. Many of 
the children are beginning to understand that spoken 
words can be written down to read again and again. The 
friends have been making books and ©magazines· with 
their own illustrations.  They have had fun with the Mon-
tessori beginning consonant sounds and middle vowel 
cards.  Children enjoy repeating sounds, words and tunes 
before they are interested in the letter names and written 
words. 

Sophie is experimenting with invented spelling using the 
moveable alphabet. She was delighted to discover that all 
those individual sounds could be put together to make 
words that she already knows!  

For reading skills to develop, readiness activities that are 
relevant to a child must be provided. Reading many stories 
and poems and engaging in dramatic play help children 
begin to appreciate reading and writing. The sparkly dough 
that Karen, Sam and Jana were holding was for a sound 
lesson, but their creations became props for a pretend bak-
ery, social time and writing practice.  

 
Using charts and other forms of visual communication help 

us document 
our discoveries 
in the class-
room. We used 
special stamps 
to print the life 
cycle sequence 
of our caterpil-
lars.  We made 
a simple data 
table to illus-
trate our find-

ings about which materials float or sink. Julia was 
getting a lesson on the relevance of writing from 
her peers Jasper, Justin and Sophie as they dis-
cussed their blueprints and dictated descriptions 
to me.  
 

Our newest preschoolers have had fun using the 
practical life materials.  These activities develop 
fine motor skills and discover cause and effect. 
Kurt worked hard to master the pincer grasp 
needed for his fun color mixing work.  The chil-

At the outdoor classroom  

Julia Hangs out.  

Friends discuss their 
blueprints  

Sophie uses the movable alphabet  

The house that Sam  
and jack built.  

Jasper explores opposites 
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dren who 
were 
chopping 
vegetables 
for soup 
had the 
chance to 
try ser-
rated 
knives and 
blunt 
choppers 
with each 
vegetable.  They found that 
tomatoes were much easier 

to saw than to chop.  

 
As preschoolers develop, their coordination and focus im-
prove.  Fine motor work becomes more controlled and de-
liberate. We often see this in our second year students. 
Look at the intensity in Andrew's body as he did his writing 
work.  Also notice the sense of order with which he ap-
proached that work. It was meaningful to him, captivating 
his attention for over an hour.  

Children spend relatively long times at tasks they choose in 
order to master new work and develop new skills.  We try 
to capitalize on this by introducing alternative approaches 

to complete a task and to help 
refine the skill with which they 
are engaged. Justin had sorted 
many times before, but his new 
grasp of beginning sounds and 
his love of Spanish attracted 
him to a new bi -lingual sorting 
game. This is why we encourage 
each child to experience fre-
quent and long stretches of 
time with the materials in the 
classroom. They also have the 
option to finish work later by 

putting their 
name on it so that 
they can return to 
the task after 
Spanish or music 
class.  
 
All children like to 
use their large 
muscles to experi-
ment with bal-
ance and movement 
control. Children at this 
age need physical actions 
to help them grasp unfa-
miliar concepts, so we 
spend time both inside 
and out engaging in 
movement games.  Long 
periods of sitting will 
fatigue young children 
faster than running, 
jumping or engaging in 
other gross motor activities. This is why we often use outdoor 
play as a way of fueling young children for more focused indoor 
work. Karen took advantage of a chance to paint out in the 
garden before starting her language work on a mat inside. Ask-
ing pre-schoolers to sit and listen for long periods of time is 
unrealistic and goes against what we know about how they 
really learn.  

 
 I hope this has given you a 
glimpse of what is happen-
ing during your child's day 
in Pre-K. I invite you to 
come in and see it for your-
self. Stop by and peek in the 
window or call and schedule 
a visit!  You will be amazed!  

 

Kurt does a color mixing lesson  

Chopping vegetables for soup  

Andrew loves the decimal 
work  

Justin sorts things out  

Jana loves being outside 

Karen paints in the garden  

Fishing on the playground  

Devon and Daddy at the new easel 
that he built for Pre-K. His custom-
designed easel has been declared 
�k�M�X�V�W���U�L�J�K�W�y���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�U�H-K friends. 
Thank you so much Mr. Bruce! 


