
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
Friday, February 1st 
Re– Enrollment Begins 

 

Monday, February 18th 
No School– Presidents’ Day 

 

Thursday Feb. 21st 
Show and Share, Elem. 
Only 2:00-3:30pm 

 

Friday Feb. 22nd 
Show and Share, Elem. 
Only 8:30am-10:00am 

 

Monday, March 4th 
Panera Night—6:00 pm 

 

Friday, March 22nd 
No School—Staff develop-
ment day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 15– April 22 

Spring Break—No School  
 

 

    

    A Note from the Head of School 

              February 2019 Issue  

 
 

    Celebrating Montessori 
 
Montessori Week begins on February 24th and marks a time in the year 
when we celebrate, promote, and reflect upon the philosophy of education 
that serves as our foundation. We are excited to have some events planned 
both at the school and in the greater community to serve as a reminder of 
the brilliance of Maria Montessori and to promote the educational model 
that continues to thrive and spread around the world, more than 110 years 
after it was developed. 
 
Here is the proposed line-up of events: 
 
Montessori Muffin Monday – enjoy treats at drop-off along with a handout on 
Frequently Asked Questions about Montessori 
Montessori Mariposas – Floral artist Angela Ingram Bryant will join Cecy to 
read a book in both Spanish and English as the launch of Elementary’s work on a 
Latin-themed floral project for this year’s Books in Bloom at Calvert Library (to 
take place March 4-7th at the Prince Frederick Branch) 
Montessori Mingle – we will take our show on the road to share Tidewater’s 
mission and method with families of preschoolers and toddlers at the Calvert 
Library in Prince Frederick 
Montessori Musings – teachers will present a morning workshop for parents 
on reading and language in the Montessori classrooms on Tuesday, February 
26th at 9:00 am 
Montessori Spirit Day – children are invited to wear their Tidewater t-shirts to 
school and learn about the founder of the philosophy which guides their daily 
work! 

 
 
Word has it that if the weather cooperates, we might even have a Montes-
sori Mile event on the track at Huntingtown High for all families on 
Wednesday afternoon of that week! We hope you will plan to join us for at 
least one of these fun events. 
 

 

 



  
As we think about the impact that education has on children during these foundational years, 
it is helpful to review the basic differences between Montessori and traditional education: 
 

Adapted from Phoenix Montessori School, NC 

A Montessori environment is designed for children with the goal of sparking curiosity and en-
couraging exploration. Materials are well organized, accessible to the students, and are cho-
sen with their stage of development in mind. Students play a starring role in choosing their 
work and are given time to practice skills as often as needed in order to master them. Aca-
demic subjects are often presented in an interdisciplinary format and individual interests are 
respected and encouraged. The goal is to inspire joyful, life-long learners. 
 
Montessori students are encouraged to make choices, act responsibly, and develop as em-
pathic social beings. Social and emotional development is just as important as academic mas-
tery in this “whole child” philosophy. Spiritual and multicultural education is an important 
part of the curriculum too. Our students learn to take chances, make mistakes, and reflect on 
the process of learning. 
 
We are grateful for the opportunity to witness your children’s passion for learning each day. 
It’s a privilege to see them embrace new challenges and grow right before our eyes. In the 
end though, it’s your choice to give them this gift and expose them to Montessori at an early 
age. Thank you for choosing Tidewater and for being our partners on this journey. 
  
 
       - Laura 

Montessori Education 

 

Traditional Education 

 

Child-Centered 

 

Information-Centered 

 

Free/Purposeful Movement 
 

Desks/Teacher Directed Movement 
 

Hands-On Learning with Manipulatives and In-

dividualized Instruction 

Textbook-based Learning and Oral Instruction to 

the Group 

Multi-Age Grouping 

 

One Age Group per Class 

 

Emphasis on Learning 

 

Emphasis on Grades 

 

Understanding built from Concrete to Abstract 
 

Memorization 

 



 

February Birthday’s       

Ben Garrett—Feburary 2nd 

Miguel Lambo– Febreary– 4th  

Sophia Farster– February 12th  

                        

                        Office News  

 
 
 
 
 

It’s time to place an order for Tidewater T-shirts!  We’d like eve-
ryone to wear a Tidewater t-shirt on Friday, March 1 as part of 
our Montessori Week festivities (February 22nd – March 2nd)—and 
to wear on spring field trips and other special school 
events.  Whenever your child and/or you wear your shirt, you’re 
helping spread the word about Tidewater School. Orders are due 
February 4th. Cost is $20.00 per shirt ( cash or check only). Order 
forms were sent home last week or you can pick one up from 
the office.  

Re-enrollment has begun! It's time to submit your re-enrollment 
form to reserve a spot for the 2019-20 academic year. Doing so 
before February 28th entitles you to a discount on your non-
refundable enrollment fee. On February 28th we open enrollment 
to new families. If you missed Moving Forward Night or have any 
questions about individual classes, don't hesitate to reach out 
and/or request an observation. We look forward to welcoming 
you for another year!  

Five Fun Facts of February 
 · February is the shortest month of the year 

  · February is the only month that can pass without a Full Moon.  
  · February frequently occurs in lists of the most commonly misspelt words in the English 

language 
  · The birthstone for February is amethyst. The birth flower is the violet or iris. 

  · February, March and November are month twins! This means that these three months 

always start on the same day of the week unless February has a Leap Year 
  

Come and see how it's done in Elementary at one of our "Show and Share" days this month. 
Stop by on Thursday, Feb. 21st 2:00-3:30 or Friday the 22nd from 8:30-10:00 to get a lesson 
from students, ask questions of the teachers, and get a feel for what a day is like in Elemen-
tary. Whether you have a child in the class now or will in the future, this is a great opportu-
nity to visit.  



 

  

 

 

 

In early December, former Tidewater students—mainly high school seniors and older—reunited at 
the school.  60 alumni and their parents joyfully mixed and mingled, exploring the classrooms 
from top to bottom, reconnecting with staff and friends. They wanted to touch the sandpaper let-
ters, hold the thousand cube, empty the racks and tubes, explore the geography materials, and lis-
ten to the peaceful sounds of the rain stick. They reminisced about the countries they led their 
friends through during the Primary World Tour. They talked of the feelings the school still stirs in 
them just by walking in the front door. The fundamentals learned at Tidewater influence their 
outlook and pursuits in life to this day. It was also wonderful to hear them share their hopes that 
Tidewater continue to be a place of learning and connection for students now and in the future. 
We will strive to look for ways to include our alumni in the life of the school. They’re so eager to 
be a part of our legacy. 

Leslie Smith, graduate of University of South Carolina, is a small business manager, Yoga 
instructor at the Wharf, makeup artist, and dance educator. We’re delighted to have her 
niece, Sienna Smith, as a first year student in Ms. Michelle’s primary class this year. Leslie 
shows off her Tidewater t-shirt with handprints of all her classmates from the mid 90’s!  
We love Mother's like Barbara Smith that can save treasured mementos...and retrieve 
them. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

                        Alumni News  

Ariel Brumbaugh, MA in Writing from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and is the Lead and English Language Arts teacher for 
grades 6-12 at Mysa, Bethesda, MD.  

Eric Smith, graduate of Haverford College, is a poet and writer, works 
as a National Park Ranger at Yosemite National Park (Tuolumne Mead-
ows) and lives in Lee Vining, CA.  

Look at the smiles on the faces of Tidewater friends reunited, Rachael Bias and Amy 
Morrison.  Amy Morrison, graduate of Northern High School, member of the NHS 
swim team, and volunteer at Grace Brethren's Friday Morning out program as well 
as Tidewater. Amy enjoys working on the 100 board, working in her workbooks, tak-
ing piano lessons and swimming. Rachel Bias, her mom Dee Bias, and her grandpar-
ents Carlene and Fred Bias, all of Welcome, Md. Joined the festivities. Rachael enjoys 
computer games and would love to be a tester for a gaming company.  

Eric Smith, Suzanne, Leslie Smith, Barbara Smith, and Ariel Brumbaugh 



 

    Ms. Michelle’s News   

World Tour/Geography 
In January, we finished up our study of Europe with a tour of France. The presentation was 
given to all the children by Theo. He brought in bread for us to sample and his father read us a 
story in French. 
 
We also learned about Antarctica. We learned about penguins, pin punched the Antarctica conti-
nent to make a flag, studied the biome (it’s cold and snowy there but Antarctica is actually a de-
sert), and listened to whale songs. 

Holidays 
For Martin Luther King Day, we read a book and talked about Dr. Kings message of love and 
kindness towards all people. 
 
Looking forward, Valentine’s Day is coming up. At Tidewater, children are encouraged to write 
their name and the names of their friends on the Valentine’s they will be delivering to the class. 
If your child is not yet writing that is ok. You can sit with him or her and talk about the letters 
and sounds in each name as you write it. Be on the lookout for an email with a class list sent 
out at the beginning of February. 

Science 
We learned how animals stay warm in Antarctica, did some ice melting experiments, experi-
mented with ramps, and mixed colors. We have also added a ramp work to the science shelves.  
 

Practical Life 
We collected snow outside and put it in our practical life area for exploration. There are also 
screw drivers, hammering work, cutting work, water pouring from a teapot, and water transfer 
work using an eye dropper and sponge (separate works).  
 

Language  
Learning new vocabulary or letter sounds in Montessori is done through the three period lesson. 
You can do the three period lesson at home with your child anytime. For example, you can write 
three letters/sounds on a piece of paper or when you are cooking put three ingredients on the 
cutting board before you get started. Here’s how the three period lesson works: lay out three 
objects/letters(sounds); 1st period - name the sound/object and your child repeats (ex. when 
cooking lay out a parsnip, onion, and cucumber); 2nd period - ask your child to touch or point to 
each object in the group of 3 (mix them up and make it fun); 3rd period - you touch the object 
and your child can name it for you.  

Books to Read 
Sometimes I Like to Be Alone by Heidi Goennel, The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats, The Snowman by 
Raymond Briggs, This is the House That Jack Built by Simms Taback, The Biggest Snowman Ever by Ste-
ven Kroll, No Two Alike by Keith Baker, The Missing Mitten Mystery by Steven Kellogg, Red Sled by Lita 
Judge, Trouble with Trolls by Jan Brett, Happy Birthday, Moon by Frank Asch, The Black Book of Col-
ors by Menena Cottin and Rosana Faria, The Mitten by Jan Brett 
 
         - Ms. Michelle  



 
    Ms. Michelle’s News (continued)  



 
    Ms. Nadia’s News  

 

 

New Year's Day  

Last night, while we were fast asleep,  The old year went away.  It can't come back again because  
A new one's come to stay.      

~ Rachel Field 
 

Dear parents,  We wish you all a happy and healthy New Year. As we glide into 2019, we envi-
sion a year of exciting challenges and rich experiences for your children to explore and dis-
cover. Well rested and raring to go after their holiday break, the children were especially eager 
to tackle and investigate the new materials on our shelves.    

 

Practical Life 

Our January "shades of blue" Practical Life materials are quite enticing and are keeping those 
little hands quite busy. They are scooping blue marbles into an ice tray, tonging snowflakes out 
of a bowl filled with “snow”, gently pouring sparkly diamonds from one jar to the other, and 
weaving sparkly blue ribbons. The mirror polishing, hammering, and screwing/unscrewing bolt 
works have also been quite popular this month.  
 

Art 
 

The Art area is boasting with winter themed materials. The melting snowman is a big hit 
among our little ones. This is also a great fine motor work as the children mold and shape the 
snowman with the putty. We have also included a push pin work, a color wheel work using 
food coloring, making an igloo with coffee filters, and recreating the story It Looked Like Spilt 
Milk using rubber plates.   
A new month also means a new artist, and we are currently learning about author and illustra-
tor, Ezra Jack Keats. We read The Snowy Day and recreated a scene from this wonderful book. 
They painted the snow on a blue background and then glued a picture of Peter, the protago-
nist, on their work. We will continue reading and learning more about Ezra Jack Keats during 
the month of January.   
 

Cultural Arts 

 

This month, we boarded Air Tidewater and landed in Antarctica! Our budding scientists/
explorers are gliding through the glaciers of this cold continent. We learned about the Emperor 
Penguin, krill, plankton, seals, and whales. We also learned about the polar region biome and 
created a diorama with Antarctic animals. Even though Antarctica has no official flag, we are 
recreating the unofficial flag that was designed by members of the Antarctic Treaty System. 
 

I would also like to thank everyone for donating milk jugs to help build an igloo. Through 
many trials and errors we were able to build a structure that closely resembled one. It gave the 
children a chance to crawl into the igloo and pretend they were explorers visiting Antarctica. 
As we say goodbye to Antarctica and visit another continent for the month of February, we are 
going to pretend that our igloo is slowly melting as parts of it begin to disappear each day in 
the last week of January. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
This month the children also learned about Martin Luther King, Jr. They were engaged in a dis-
cussion and understood the concept of fairness, equality and how it makes them feel when 
they are being treated unfairly. Let your inner light, or “love light” shine has been our class-
room mantra, and it shines brightly when we are making good choices and are being kind to 
one another. Ask your children “Where does peace begin?” and they will respond with “Peace 
begins with me.” 
 
Birthdays 
 
Happy birthday to Drew and Dylan who turned “6” on January 18th! 
 
Presentations 

 
Thank you to Sophia and her family for the wonderful World Tour presentation on France. We 
learned all about French culture, and we even got to sample some cheeses, a baguette, crackers 
and grapes. We washed it all down with some “kids wine” (sparkling cider). It was absolutely 
delicious. Merci beaucoup, Sophia!!! 
 
Books read:  
Antarctica by Helen Cowcher 
 
Red Sled by Lita Judge 
 The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats 
 
Pet Show! by Ezra Jack Keats 
 
Whistle for Willie by Ezra Jack Keats  The Three Snow Bears by Jan Brett  Snowmen at Night 
by Caralyn Buehner 
 
Here Comes Jack Frost by Kazuno Kohara  The Happy Day by Ruth Krauss 
 
 
To a happy and healthy 2019! 
 
Warm regards, 
Ms. Nadia 

    Ms. Nadia’s News ( Continued)  



 
  Ms. Nadia’s News ( Continued) 



  Elementary News  
 

 
We kicked off 2019 with the Second Great Cosmic Lesson – The Coming of Life. Following a gar-
land of Montessori bead chains that stretched all the way around both elementary classrooms, 
we followed the astounding 4,600,000,000 history of life on Earth, from the flourishing of bacte-
ria for billions of years and the development of DNA to the massive extinction of the dinosaurs. 
With each tiny bead representing 1,000,000 years, it took 4,600 beads to represent the whole his-
tory of our planet. We observed the complex processes of a beta fish swimming effortlessly then 
watched a balloon fill with carbon dioxide gas as yeast, a much simpler life form, transformed 
sugar into energy and waste right before our eyes! The variety of life on earth is mind-blowing! 
 
January brought a birthday explosion to elementary! Celebrating birthdays and summer half-
birthdays has kept us busily preparing healthy feasts in the Tidewater kitchen – sometimes twice 
in a week! Maria Montessori’s emphasis on practical life skills empowers students to prepare a 
meal from scratch for their friends and family. Our elementary friends have been chopping, mix-
ing, frying, baking, doubling recipes (adding fractions!) and, most importantly, tasting their crea-
tions. With an endless list of possibilities, birthday boys and girls are invited to plan a delicious menu 
that includes items from each food group and the results have been interesting and eye-opening! 
Healthy eating can be so fun, especially with your friends and families. 
 
After reading, The Librarian Who Measured the Earth by Katharyn Lasky, we took a closer look at 
the different types of angles and learned to measure and compare them. We explored the angles 
through creative movement and art, and started to find ways to create triangles using the differ-
ent types of angles. Don’t be afraid if “Acute Monster” finds its way home with an elementary 
student of yours. 
 
Our hello song, “America, the Beautiful” has taught us the power of adjectives in song lyrics. It 
just wouldn’t feel the same to sing “Oh, for skies, for waves of grain.” Some friends are learning 
the chord progression on the ukulele and others are using the pop-up-art of Robert Sabuda’s 
America the Beautiful book to inspire their own pop-up creations. 
 
In music, students used the metal fraction insets from our math shelves to understand the quar-
ter note and eighth note rhythms that they passed around with high fives and foot stomping. 
Reading rhythms is easy once you understand the fractions used to write them. 
 
Ms. Jamie presented a compelling lesson on microscope use and elementary friends are busy 
studying for their microscope license examinations. With a successful exam result, they earn the 
right to use the microscope during work time.  
 
 

          Ms. Ashley  



              Elementary News (continued)  



 

 

 

 

                         Fun dates to remember 
                              2/2– Groundhog Day         2/14– Valentine’s Day  

                              2/3– Super bowl Sunday     2/22 National Dog Walking Day 

                              2/7– World Singing Day  

          Important Dates to remember 

Date Time Description of Event 

Friday, Feb. 1st
  Re- Enrollment Begins 

Mon. Feb 18th
  No School- Presidents’ Day 

Thur. Feb 21st
 2:00pm-3:30pm Show and Share- Elementary only 

Fri. Feb. 22nd
 8:30 am -10:00 

am 

Show and Share- Elementary only 

Tues. Feb. 26th
 9:00am- 10:00 

am 

Reading workshop 

Mon. March 4th 6:00 pm-

9:00pm 

Panera Fundraising Night 

Fri. March 22nd
   No School- Staff Development Day 

Mon. April 15th – Mon-

day April 22nd
 

  Spring Break 

Don’t forget to catch up on important news 

and current happenings at Tidewater with 

our weekly FRIDAY NEWS, sent on Friday 

afternoons directly to your email.  If you are 

not receiving it please let the office know 

immediately. 


