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A note from the Head of School
Last month, I was fortunate to attend a presentation at St. Anne’s School in Annapolis titled: “The Wonder Years Can Last Forever”. With 40 years of experience working with students and families as a leader
in both private and public education, guest speaker Dr. Doug Lyons shared reflections on the impact of
an independent Preschool through Eighth Grade program on lifelong learning.

Upcoming Events
Mon. March 5th
Alumni Night 6:30-8:30
Tues. March 6th
Parenting Class
8:00 pm

6:00-

Thu, March 8th
Pa rent/Child
Night
(Elementary) 6:00-7:30
pm
Mon, March 12th
Pa rent/Child
Night
(Primary) 5:30– 7:00 pm
Tues, March 13th
Parenting Class
8:00 pm

6:00-

Tues, March 20th
Parenting Class 6:008:00 pm
March 26th-April 2nd
Spring Break

Dr. Lyons has been the Executive Director of the Connecticut Association of Independent Schools since
2004 and began his career in public education, where he worked for twenty years in various roles including Superintendent of schools in New Jersey. He later served as Head of School at Greenwich Country
Day School, a preschool through 9th grade independent school in Connecticut. Doug’s publications on
education and parenting have appeared in numerous journals, and he is a frequent presenter at conferences for both parents and educators.
Dr. Lyons explained that he and his wife have decided to help fund the early independent school education of their own grandchildren rather than put aside resources for their college years. What was their
justification for this? As Dr. Lyons put it: “Even our most esteemed universities will be unable to fully
repair the loss of curiosity, perseverance, and self-confidence that is a common consequence of a 21stcentury education in an era that offers and requires much more.” He is banking on his grandchildren developing a love of learning in independent schools during their early years that will sustain them and
inspire them throughout their lives.
For me, one of the most powerful points Doug made in his talk was about the significance of the relationship between a teacher and child during the early years. I couldn’t agree more and know it is one of the
hallmarks of independent school education. If a child feels supported and cared for, knows that their
opinion matters, is encouraged to pursue their interests, and knows that their teacher is there for them
through everyday emotional ups and downs, then joyful learning is a given.
Dr. Lyons also paid homage to the Montessori community by acknowledging that we have understood
what motivates and empowers children for more than a century. When smart, supported teachers who
emphasize a relationship-based approach execute this philosophy, children thrive.
When I reflect on my own experience as a parent in search of a school for our daughter, it was my gut
feeling that the staff here would really love my child that made me choose Tidewater. The Montessoriinspired environments, unique and compelling materials, and opportunities for freedom and intellectual
stimulation were icing on the cake. It was the people, however, and the emphasis on social and emotional
well being that made me feel that I could hand her off at the door and know that she would blossom.
There are good people in every school, and my own mother was an excellent, “think out of the box” type
of public school teacher. The constraints placed on educators in traditional education settings, however,
do not always align with what neuroscience, child development, or education research tells us. Add on
the swelling average class size and test-driven standards that have accompanied No Child Left Behind
and the Common Core, and public school teachers have to work very hard to build and maintain strong
ties to each child in their care.

March 11th
Daylight Savings time.
Make sure you move
your clocks ahead 1
hour.

So much of what I hear at conferences and workshops makes me feel proud of what we do at Tidewater.
The school history and traditions have contributed to a culture that places high value on relationships and
empathy. The “curiosity, perseverance, and self-confidence” that Dr. Lyons referred to has long been part
of the fabric here too. As we continue to reconnect with our alumni and friends, it is evident that these
early years really are worth the investment. As we witness families making financial and personal sacrifices in order to prioritize early education at schools like Tidewater, this is very reassuring.
Laura

Office News

Sebastian Kohl—March 5th
Ms, Cecy– March 5th
Ms. Laura– March 16th

Parent Child Nights - We are offering these evening events as a way for you to experience working in the classrooms
with your child. In the Primary classes you may choose either a 5:30-6:15PM or 6:15-7:00PM time slot in which to join
your child for lessons on Monday, March 12th. The Elementary students design a plan for their parents to follow and the
students guide their lessons on Thursday, March 8th from 6-7:30PM. These events are not to be missed and the students
truly look forward to showing you the ropes! Online sign-ups for the Primary classes have been emailed to families.
Graduation and Spring Expo - We are pleased to announce that this year's graduation will be held at our Spring Expo
on Wednesday, May 30th at 10:00AM at Tom Wisner Hall at King's Landing Park in Huntingtown. We are looking for a
few volunteers to help with the event, so please contact Christine if you would like to be involved. The annual Elementary dance party will be held on Friday, June 1st here at school.
Grants - We are pleased to announce that Tidewater has received several grants for the 2018-19 academic year:
The PNC Foundation has awarded the school $3000 toward the purchase of a cascading, two-tiered water table for the
playground. We will need to raise an additional $575 on our own to cover the cost of the Community Playthings Water
Center that will be used for water play and science lessons on our playground. If you are interested in donating toward
this item, we welcome your help!
The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) has awarded Tidewater an Aging Schools Grant to replace some
interior features in the building this summer. We have also been awarded $3000 in funding toward the purchase of
computers and print materials through MSDE's Textbook and Technology Grant.
Books in Bloom - The Elementary class worked with floral artist Angela Ingram Bryant during the month of February
thanks to a grant from the Arts Council of Calvert County. Angela helped the class to research and create 2 floral arrangements for Calvert Library's Books in Bloom event. We are thrilled to have been granted this opportunity and want
to thank Tidewater parent Seaona deGennaro for introducing us to the idea. Here is a look at their creations:

Ms. Michelle’s News
In February we continued to travel the world by visiting Asia, Australia,
Antarctica, and made a quick stop back in South America. We read
books, looked at continent artifacts, and made flags from the Philippines,
Japan, Vietnam, Australia, Peru, Australia, and Antarctica. We also learned
about Groundhogs Day and made a variety of valentine themed art projects. Our 100th day of school was February 21st. Everyone enjoyed seeing all the different collections of things that totaled 100. The children
tested their patience this month with a work that required them to wait
until a sponge shape hatched from a capsule. Other new works on the
shelves in February were baby washing, baby dressing, chopsticks, pattern
work with blocks and beads, pouring loose tea, new language drawers
filled with matching, rhyming, and beginning sound work.
All of the children are enjoying our new guinea pigs. In addition to feeding
the guinea pigs, each child gets a chance to hold them too.
Looking forward into March, our class will be learning about birds! We
encourage you to take special notice of the ones in your own yard as
spring approaches.
Thanks for sharing you child with us,
Miss Michelle

Ms. Leslie’s News
Hello everyone,
We are now world travelers! The World Tour was a success and brought our
primary classes to 13 different countries and all seven continents. During the
month of February we visited the Philippines, Japan, Vietnam, China, Australia,
Peru, and Antarctica. Perhaps our studies have inspired your child (or family) to
learn more about other cultural traditions and customs. We hope your child feels
more like a global citizen now and that s/he has learned about the beauty of the
many ways life is lived around the world.
Last week I replaced all the lessons on the art shelf with color mixing work. The
children have loved mixing colors with water, paint, and shaving cream. There are
messy and clean sensory works so those who like to get dirty can and those who
want to stay clean can still experience the joy of mixing color. This is the beginning of a more in-depth art study our class will do over the next several weeks.
In February we celebrated many birthdays. I love the birthday celebration tradition and the opportunity to honor each person’s life individually. Each of these
children is so special and I have enjoyed watching each of them grow and learn
more about themselves. Thank you for coming to the birthday celebrations and
for sharing your child’s milestones with our class.
As the weather changes, we look forward to days when children can work in our
class garden. Children will be able to weed the garden, sweep the bricks, sit at the
outdoor table with friends while working on lessons, and engage in even more
projects as the weather brings drier and warmer days. Parent chaperones have
been lined up so that Jan and I can remain in the classroom while providing the
children outside another chaperone just to be safe. The children are already asking about working in the garden and eagerly anticipate appropriate weather.
Enjoy March!
Warmly,
Miss Leslie

Elementary News
Creative Writing Section
The Grumpy Lunch Lady Series: Chapter 3, REVENGE!
by Moxie and Meredith
Back at school I did division and wrote an essay on rats. Then I went to lunch. I
was waiting in line when I saw the lunch lady petting her wild dog. Her hands
covered in fur, she got up and served Bob. Then it was my turn. She smiled
and tried to look very nice. She dusted the dog hair off of her hands, (on to a
pot of green beans).
"I would like chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes and broccoli please."
"Sure thing Sweetie." She grinned as she prepared my plate and started to
hand it to me. I grabbed it, but she wouldn't let go. That gave me an idea. I
pulled real hard and let go. It shot up into her face and, KAPOOIE! She was
covered in chicken nuggets, broccoli and mashed potatoes. I ran away laughing
my head off. I just ate a granola bar I had in my backpack. I decided from then
on to pack my own lunch.
After school, I stopped at that 7-11 to see if they still had spaghetti gum. To my surprise they didn't, but
they had a new flavor: Beef Stew Yogurt! Without hesitating I unwrapped two sticks and put them in my
mouth. It was, surprisingly, very good. I chewed it more. Then there was a horrible after taste of rotten
cheese. I spit it out on the floor and started gagging it was so bad. I went
to buy some water, but there was none left. In fact, there were no drinks
left at all, so I went into the bathroom and drank toilet water with a little
ball of brown stuff in it. For some reason it tasted terrible. I gagged some
more and went out the door.
I was walking away when I saw the lunch lady walk in and step on the gum.
She walked into the bathroom and came out with toilet paper stuck to
the gum on her foot. Then she realized and went back in to clean it off. As
she walked out she stepped on more toilet paper. A man buying Doritos
started laughing at her. She got so mad she left. She saw me and glared at me
with her evil eye, so I ran home.
When I got there I tried to lock the door, but it wouldn't lock. I set up a bucket
of slime and grabbed an eggbeater and a spatula, but she saw me through the window and snuck in through my bedroom window. I ran upstairs and went into my
room. I was face to face with the grumpy old lunch lady. Just then my parents
burst into my room with a broom. My mom hit her five times with the broom
and knocked her out the window. She got caught in a tree, hanging by her underwear.
"I WILL GET REVENGE!" she yelled.
Chapters One and Two of the Grumpy Lunch Lady Series are available if you haven't read them.

Elementary News
The Best Year
by Jasper

On January 3, 2018 we started a work called The Best Year. The Best Year is similar to a New Year's
resolution. I personally think that these kinds of works help people to see what their goals are for the
upcoming year and possibly some bad things from the past year to forget. These works can be hard to
share, but I think it's good to get it off your chest. So maybe you could share it with your pet, but
that's just a suggestion.
We all shared our Best Years on Thursday:
Out of all of the questions, almost everyone said the hardest one was three new things you want to
try this year.
Isha is looking forward to a dog.
Zephyr said one of his favorite memories was catching a humongous fish with his dad.
Moxie wants to get better at running.
Riya wants to try more algebra.
Lena wants to visit Paris, Europe and China.
Lucy Rose is proud of ice skating.
Drew wants to try horseback riding, more ice skating and knitting.
Genevieve is grateful for having a camping trip, the First Great Lesson of Life, and Zephyr's birthday.
Sebastian is looking forward to going to the deepest part of the ocean and eating two cheese balls at
once.
Jade wants to try doing a cartwheel, cooking by herself and writing without help.
Emma Grace wants to visit Hawaii, Brazil and Australia.
Jasper wants to try flag football, being a big brother and
middle school.
Evan is grateful for Lily, his new puppy.
Rock wants to try building a tree house.
Emma wants to try sky diving, surfing and snowboarding.
Meredith is proud of singing at Carnegie Hall.
Avery wants to help others by helping at the homeless
shelter.

You can answer these questions too and get back to us
about what the hardest questions were for you and what
your answers are. We'd love to hear from you!

Elementary News

The S.M.I.L.E. Food Drive
by Isha and Lena Kate
The Tidewater School 4-H did a food drive as a service project. The service project was for an
organization called S.M.I.L.E. that has a food pantry. The reason we did this project is because
we think it is important to give food to people in need.
Isha was in charge of the project and she invited Lena to help her. Together they made the
donation poster, sent it home and arranged for drop off areas. Just the next day someone donated food and after two weeks we were so surprised at how much food we collected.
We are so grateful for your donations and S.M.I.L.E. thanks you too!

