
 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
Mon. November 5th 
Chipotle Night 5pm-9pm 

 

Tues. November 6th 
Jefferson Patterson Park– 
Michelle’s Class. 10am-1pm 
 

Fri. November 9th 
Londontown Field trip, 
Nadia’s Class, 10am-2pm 
 

Fri. November 16th 
Thanksgiving Feast– Half 
day– 9am-12pm 

 

Wed. November 14th  
ACLT Elementary Field trip  
11am-2pm 

 

Thanksgiving Break  
Nov 19th to Nov. 26th– No 
School  

 

Friday, December 14th 
Parent-Child day, 1/2 day 
for Students  

 

Dec 17– Jan 2 
NO SCHOOL– Winter Break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 4th  
Daylight Savings time. 

Make sure you move 

your clocks back 1 

hour.  

   A Note from the Head of School 

November 2018 Issue  

 

 
Suzanne and I attended our first event as new members of the Association of 
Independent Schools of Greater Washington (AISGW) last week at the National 
Cathedral School. The gathering was a wonderful opportunity to connect with 
other school leaders and to exchange ideas on marketing, development, and 
programs. It was uplifting to be reminded that even though we are a small 
school, which lies outside the Beltway to boot, our programs are in tune with 
best practices in education and we excel in our attention to the needs of indi-
vidual children. 
 

Randy Hollerith, Dean of the National Cathedral, gave the keynote that evening. 
His topic was “coping with change in an era of uncertainty” and his talk touched 
on the very real divide that we are faced with in our country right now. As the 
leader of the “national church”, he was frank about his mission to maintain a 
welcoming environment that invites open dialogue and a variety of beliefs. He 
cast this through the lens of his role as the church leader with three independ-
ent schools under his watch. 
 

Reverend Hollerith’s message to his audience of school leaders was that if val-
ues drive decisions in any organization it will stay strong, even in the presence 
of change and uncertainty. He spoke passionately about the role of educators in 
helping students to find their own moral compass in the face of challenges. It is 
our institutional values as schools that should both attract and frame the cul-
ture that exists for students, staff, and families. 
 

This is where I believe Tidewater has a leg up on many other schools. The foun-
dational values that were present when the school began can still be seen and 
felt today. They are modeled by our staff, conveyed in our programs, and taught 
throughout the children’s time at school. If anything, we may need to articulate 
them more frequently, but they are part of the fabric and they stay with stu-
dents long after they leave here. 
 

What are our core values? Chances are that you came here because you saw 
them in action, felt them when you visited, and emphasize them in your own 
family. While we encourage diversity in many forms, we often say that like-
minded families, without regard to political leanings, religious beliefs, or socio-
economic background, settle in and find happiness here. Here are the values we 
emphasize: 



 

 Relationship-Focused Interactions – if our goal is to invite and maintain a healthy 
relationship, then open communication and transparent exchanges are vital 

 Empathy and Social Responsibility – taking the perspective of other people within 
the classrooms, among students and teachers, and toward society in general is key 
to strengthening one’s sense of self and encourages real advocacy and action on be-
half of others 

 Respect for the Individual –responding to each student’s interests and needs, as 
opposed to teaching everyone the same thing at the same pace in the same way, pro-
vides a depth to learning and helps children feel successful 

 Connections to Nature and Environmental Stewardship – emphasizing the won-
der and order that exists within the natural environment and defining our role in 
preserving and protecting it equips children with a “whole planet” mentality 

 Multi-Cultural Awareness and Respect (called global citizenship in Montessori 
schools) – exposing children to other cultures and encouraging curiosity about peo-
ple around the world helps them to be more understanding and assists in defining 
their own cultural norms 

 Intrinsic Motivation and Independence – permitting each child to explore their 
passions and learn how to pursue inquiry while giving them the opportunity to 
make mistakes and revisit experiences allows them to move forth with competence 
and confidence 

 Joy in Play and Movement – understanding that the body supports the mind and 
that play is the work of the child fuels focus, good health, and happiness 

 

If we hold these values as the standards by which we guide students and make decisions 
as a school, we can also use these to judge how to respond to educational trends, individ-
ual appeals, and societal pressures. Knowing who we are is how we invite positive change 
and maintain those things worth preserving. 

As we prepare to welcome our founder Nancy Libertini at this week’s Dia de los Muertos 
celebration, we feel proud that the values she put in place for the school 32 years ago still 
remain. We hope that you find comfort in knowing more about the foundation on which 
we base our work and understand how important these factors are, especially in an era of 
uncertainty. 

  - Laura 

  

 

 

 



  

 

Louis Woodside— November 3rd 

Abigail Hanika– November 7th 

Arabella Bramel-  November 21st 

                        Office News  

 

 
Dine out nights: Chipotle Night will be November 4th from 5pm-9pm and Panera Night will be 

March 4th from 6pm-9pm. Make sure you mention Tidewater so that we get a percentage of the sales.  

 
Don’t forget to link your Harris Teeter card to our school. The school gets a portion of your sales 

when you shop at at any of their stores. Our TIE Link number is 5299 

 
Giant Food also has an education program where just by shopping at Giant, they will give back to our 

school. Make sure you add our school code to your Giant Bonus card. Our School code is 03463. 

 
Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of your sales to our school when you shop through the Amazon 

Smile site.  

 
Our next Box Tops collection will be at the end of February.  Clip those box tops and bring them 

into school. Our school gets10 cents for each box top we turn in.   

  Circle of Friends 
   Annual Fund 

 

The Circle of Friends Annual Giving Fund allows Tidewater to support programs and expenses that go beyond 
what can be supported through the school’s tuition-driven operating budget. Last year these unrestricted 
funds supported  transportation and other fees for arts performances, professional development for staff, and 
new materials for the classrooms. 
 
There are several ways to make your tax-deductible donation to the Circle of Friends Annual Fund, including: 

 Send a donation to the school at P.O Box 755, Huntingtown, MD. 20639 
 
 Visit our website at www.thetidewaterschool.org and selecting the DONATE button at the 
bottom of our homepage to make a donation using your credit card 
 Set up an automatic payment through the matching program of your employer (Human 
resources offices can help) 
 
Louis, is one of the hundreds of Tidewater children whose education has been enriched by your gifts. Thank 
you! 

http://www.thetidewaterschool.org


 

    Ms. Michelle’s News   

We have started our World Tour and have already visited the 

United States, New York, Mexico,  and the Bahamas. We will 

be in North America until Thanksgiving break. In addition to 

learning about North America, our class has been very inter-

ested in building teepees, studying various animal life cycles, 

learning parts of different animals, studying leaves, and learn-

ing about classifications of animals. We will do some work 

with pumpkins before beginning our study of American Indi-

ans. We will kick off our study with a trip to Jefferson Patter-

son Park. If you haven’t yet turned in your permission slip for 

that field trip, please do. Many of the children enjoy the rou-

tine of lighting the love light candle at the bringing of our day. 

I am including the words we say as we light the candle and 

make our love lights shine. 

I cross my legs,  

I put my hands on my knees,  

I make my back very straight,  

I tell my body to be still,  

I tell my mouth to be quiet,  

I take a deep breath,  

I close my eyes,  

I make silence and feel my love. 

 



 
    Ms. Nadia’s News  

The greatest sign of success for a teacher...is to be able to say, 
'The children are now working as if I did not exist.” 

 ~ Maria Montessori  
 

Can it be the end of October already!!!  Our children continue to "wow" us with their growing skills, their never-ending curi-
osity and their blossoming confidence! It is an absolute joy to observe our students as they arrive prepared to discover and 
learn. Ms. Cecy and I are excited to share some of the many activities your children have been enjoying.  

 Practical Life Spooning large wooden balls and tiny beads, pouring water into small teacups, tonging footballs into a suc-
tion cup pad, hanging matching leaves on a clothesline, and raking leaves outside our classroom are some of the many activi-
ties our children are doing. Messy spills are part of the fun, as is the cleanup! We will continue to change our Practical Life 
monthly to correspond with the season, month and/or holidays. 

Tasty Tuesday As we say hello to changing leaves, apple picking and pumpkin patch visits, we are happy and delighted 
that our Tasty Tuesdays are a hit! The children have sampled many types of apples such as Pink Lady, Granny Smith, Golden 
Delicious and Fuji varieties. We will sample one more variety of apples before we move on to the next fruit. Our apple coring 
station is busy the entire morning as the children wash, core and enjoy the "fruits" of their labors! Ask your children to de-
scribe how the apples taste and their answers might range from “juicy, crunchy, sour, sweet, soft, delicious”!  

We have also made apple butter with the class. Each student cored, sliced, poured and stirred all the ingredients to make 
our delicious treat. It was a two day process as we slow-cooked our apples, but the results were worth it!  

Art A new month means a new artist, and this month we learned about French painter Henri Matisse. We discussed and 
looked at his paintings, but have been focusing on The Cut Outs series. Our little ones are recreating his works, The Snail and 
La Gerbe using colored paper. The final results have been très magnifique!  

If you take a peak in our classroom, you will see our Piet Mondrian inspired exhibition. We painted the animals of North 
America with tempera in the style of the artist.  Children have also enjoyed drawing faces on a pumpkin, mixing primary 
colors with food coloring and watercolors, and cutting out ghosts and pumpkins with play-doh.  

Cultural We took our passports and went on board Air Tidewater to North America! Our budding explorers have learned 
about the different animals that live on this continent, and are coloring the flags of Canada, the United States, and Mexico. 
We have also started our World Tour presentation making our first stop to the United States, and then going to New York 
City. A big “Thank You!” to Abigail and her parents, as well as Drew and his family for such lovely presentations.  

We have also started studying biomes. We took a nature walk and collected a sample of all the things that make up a biome 
(plants, soil, water, animals, air, and energy) and put them in jars. (Disclosure: no animals were harmed in this work as we 
used a toy animal). We then built the temperate forest on our sensory table, keeping in mind all the elements that make up 
any biome. They love working outdoors on our deck, patiently awaiting for their turns to go out.  
Our little ones are also learning about mammals, differentiating vertebrates from invertebrates, learning about the parts of a 
horse, parts of a leaf, and learning about the four seasons.  
 
Show-and-Tell 
We’re off to a great start with show-and-tell! We enjoy seeing and hearing stories about your children’s objects. During this 
time we ask children to stand in front of the class, introduce themselves and talk about they brought. We end our show-and-
tell with questions or comments. We have seen some fun, creative, and exciting items so far!  
 
Birthdays 
 
Happy birthday to Maisie who turned “4” on 9/25 and to Daniel who turned “5” on 10/16!  
 
Warmest regards, 
                   (Pictures on back) 
Ms. Nadia                                                   

 

 



 
    Ms. Nadia’s News ( Continued) 



  Elementary News  (Continued) 
 

This October, our Elementary students started picking up speed and getting more deeply immersed in the 
work choices they made. The shelves, stocked with a bounty of beautiful materials, pulled students in with 
their irresistible attraction. A time-lapse video of our classroom would show a busy hive of activity where 
students move from one subject area to another, happily discovering work that both intrigues and chal-
lenges them. This is due, in part, to the use of work plans that students create in individual weekly confer-
ences with Ms. Ashley , who helps them to make choices and plan their new lessons. 

Following our cosmic theme, we zoomed in on some of the elements of science that we can observe 
right here on planet Earth. We experienced exciting demonstrations about the movements of the Earth – 
one where we got the chance to twirl a bucket of water high up over our heads without spilling a drop! 
Then we watched in darkness as the tilted globe traveled around the glowing sun and, with help from Lucy 
Rose’s explanation, we came to understand how the seasons change. Of course, with Ms. Ashley, there is a 
song to go with everything – so we sang “Autumn Comes,” “This Pretty Planet” and “Round and Round the 
Earth is Turning.” And turn we did – toward each of the cardinal directions in our classroom as we encoun-
tered the compass rose on our Imaginary Island work. 

We looked into the processes of evaporation and condensation with a demonstration on steam and 
the introduction of the Matter and Energy series. Then we explored our beautiful Water Cycle mat, labeling 
it with wooden arrows that describe the movements of water through its various manifestations on Earth. 
Like so many aspects of Montessori learning, literacy and language rules are experienced through explora-
tion of other subject areas. This science material became a grammar lesson as we labeled its features with 
words on colored cards, each color representing a part of speech. 

The language shelves were a hot area this month. Grammar boxes teach students to qualify the 
parts of speech more precisely through careful sorting of their colored word cards. Nouns can be singular 
or plural, masculine or feminine, concrete or abstract. The rainbow phonics boxes introduce sixty different 
spelling rules, one at a time. With this work, we are becoming more confident in our use of the cursive 
moveable alphabet, and this sensory immersion makes the jump into cursive writing much less daunting. 
Fun practical life activities such as beading, friendship bracelets, jewelry-making, corking and crochet have 
strengthened our hands and improved our stamina and ability to focus. We are actually pretty jazzed about 
our cursive handwriting practice! 

All this language work has given us the tools we need to start expressing our creative side in the 
form of self-published books, newspapers and pamphlets which we are eager to read to our friends at 
group time. Presentations of water cycle poem-riddles have spontaneously become a trend this month as 
students peruse the poetry section of our library and discover poems that speak to them. We are learning 
to use our “strong speaker” voice for these presentations and it has been exciting to watch students chal-
lenge themselves to experience public speaking in such a safe environment. 

During silent reading time after lunch, Ms. Ashley gets to hear students read to her softly in their 
comfy reading place. Some students have requested young reading buddies from the primary classes, and 
have snuggled up to share a book and practice reading aloud in a more intimate way. Some of us would 
read all day long if we could, but we keep Ms. Ashley honest about getting to recess on time now that we 
have received time-telling lessons. We know when it’s time to play! 

In a fun Environmental Education lesson about leaves with Ms. Jamie, we created leaf creatures 
from specimens we collected on a hike through the woods. After helping us classify our leaves using a leaf 
card set from the biology shelves, Ms. Ashley gave us a lesson on writing a small moment that describes in 
detail what a character experiences. We had fun imagining and writing about our leaf creations coming to 
life. 

 
 
 



 

                       Elementary News   

Hands-on, kid-friendly math materials have been discovered by students who are finding con-
crete ways into the various arithmetic operations. The golden mat invites students to carefully add 
bead bars together without losing track of the units, tens, hundreds and thousands columns. The stamp 
game takes addition one level closer to abstraction using colored tiles that are printed with the place 
values. The addition and subtraction strip boards help us practice our math facts, and students have 
been using math fact cards to see if they know their facts quickly and automatically. In the world of 
multiplication (and algebra preparation!), students have observed how the short bead chains can be 
folded into a square to make… the square of a number! If only we grown-ups had all gotten to learn 
math in this clear, exciting way. 

Most importantly, our class has become an even closer community of learners this month. We 
begin each day playing with our friends on the blacktop, then recite the Peace Pledge, and set kindness 
intentions during our breathing break and moment of silence. We shake hands while we sing our morn-
ing greeting and play instruments together, then listen respectfully to a friend share their “Soul Food” – 
a more sophisticated take on show and tell.   

Our peace corner now has a conversation game where students practice active listening skills in 
a playful way. We also have an emotion sorting game that features over forty pictures of our students 
demonstrating different expressions to be matched with the cursive label that goes with each feeling. 
As many of you have learned in our parenting class, when we name the feeling, we can tame the feel-
ing. 
 This month, we read several books about kindness, teasing and impulse control including, Be 
Kind, Simon’s Hook, and What Were You Thinking? This focus on kindness and community-building has 
led to the formation some beautiful new friendships and the development of even deeper friendships 
with our old buddies. Forming and navigating these relationships is some of the most meaningful work 
that we do at this developmental level, and these friendships will endure long after we outgrow our 
small, wooden chairs and Tidewater School tee-shirts.  
       -Ms. Ashley  

 
 



 


