
 

Hello from Tidewater! 
 

Over the past 9 months, I have had the pleasure of working with the Board to think 
about a 3-year plan of strategic goals for the School. Tidewater’s founder, Nancy Liber-
tini, had a distinct vision for Tidewater and set out to make it a reality in 1986. Her 
commitment to creating a school that gives children a developmentally respectful 
model was grounded in the same values to which we adhere today: independence, aca-
demic preparedness, intrinsic motivation, autonomy, competence, social responsibility, 
spiritual awareness, confidence, and global citizenship. 
 
As we look to the future, we are set on maintaining our identity and strengthening our 
foundation. We want to help families see the connection between what Tidewater stu-
dents experience during their preschool and elementary years and the directions their 
lives take when they get older. We also want to connect with new families who already 
appreciate the importance of a “whole child” approach in preparing their children for 
the future. 
 

Independent schools face many challenges in attracting new families. When I attended 
the National Association of Independent Schools’ annual conference in Baltimore last 
spring, there was much talk of how today’s parents are focused on finding joy in their 
work, achieving a good work/life balance, and knowing that their work has real impact. 
They also seek to have these values reflected in the schools that their children attend. 
These priorities align well with Tidewater’s philosophy and time-tested practices.  
 

The Board is set on remaining true to Tidewater’s roots while keeping enrollment 
strong. When the final strategic plan is unveiled, it will address improvements to Board 
governance, facilities, marketing, programs, and staff development. We are excited to 
act upon the many fine suggestions we gathered from parents, staff, and alumni during 
the strategic planning process. 
 

In the meantime, I invite you to look at how we are enhancing the work that Nancy set 
out to do and notice how we have preserved many of our tried and true traditions. Our  
Primary program has returned to a traditional Montessori model of two mixed age 
classes for 3-6 year olds. With the help of our beloved teacher Suzanne McAlexander, 
we are looking at how to shift the Elementary class back toward more distinctive Lower 
and Upper Elementary. All the while, we are proud to have maintained the nurturing 
environment and focus on the individual for which we are known. 
 

Whether you are an alumnus, a grandparent, a current family, or a prospective one, we 
invite you to stay connected to us. Check out our Facebook page or  better yet come by 
and visit to see how we have changed, yet how we remain that very special little school 
that Nancy  put her love and energy into founding three decades ago. 
                                                  
    Laura Amin 
    Head of School 

Dog Days 
Norma the reading dog 
visits each Tuesday and 
keeps watch over all the 
classrooms. She likes to sit 
beside children or lie in 
her bed while they read to 
her (because stories some-
times make her feel 
sleepy). Norma belongs to 
Primary teacher Leslie 
Horan and her husband 
Lucas. When she is not on 
duty at Tidewater, she 
likes to take long walks 
and hang out with her 
parents. Some of our oldest 
students remember our 
reading lab Becca who 
used to visit each week 
with her owner Ms. Cindy 
Curtis. We are fortunate 
that Norma has a similar 
temperament and that she 
loves children.  

Calling all Tidewater friends! 
Please like us on Facebook to 
see all the cool things we are 

doing. We also encourage 
you to email us an update 
and let us know what you 
have been up to:  
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     Fundraising 
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The Circle of Friends Annual Giving Fund allows Tidewater to support pro-
grams and expenses that go beyond what can be supported through the 
school’s tuition-driven operating budget. Last year these unrestricted funds 
supported the installation of new siding, transportation and other fees for arts 
performances, professional development for staff, and new materials for the 

classrooms. There are several ways to make your tax-deductible donation to the Circle of Friends 
Annual Fund, including: 
 Return the enclosed remittance envelope with a check made out to The Tidewater School. 
 Visit our website at www.thetidewaterschool.org and select the Donate button at the bottom 

of our homepage to make a donation using your credit card. 
 Set up an automatic payment through the matching program of your employer (Human re-
sources offices can help). 
Please consider making Tidewater a top priority for your end-of-year giving and donate now!  
 
 
 

 

 

Support The Tidewater School when you shop at Amazon.com by using our special Amazon Smile 

link:  smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1472983  
 
 

 
Celebrating 30 Years: In celebration of our 30th anniversary, 
we held a Duck Derby and birthday party at the water park in 
Chesapeake Beach last May. The weather was beautiful and we 
were pleased that so many Tidewater alumni and friends were 
present at the event. Parent volunteers, led by Scott Galczynski, 
Rachel Broderick, and Mikaela Clark, put together an amazing 
race and party (complete with a geode cake)! Nancy Libertini 
joined us as we watched 500 ducks race down the lazy river to 
compete for prizes that were donated by local businesses. The 
event raised money for our American Montessori Society ac-
creditation efforts. The school also donated 10% of the derby 
proceeds to Calvert Hospice in memory of beloved Tidewater 
parent Kimberly Gibson Stafford.  

http://www.thetidewaterschool.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=2XOILY9ZBO4NE&R=2MM83Y48M701T&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-1472983&A=R3NHOAVQKPFEMALV6EXKC5PY5WCA&H=XHAHCHBRHMZBNGPBEKIQEC9TH8EA


 

 

 

 
Ms. Suzanne has been working to reconnect with our alumni and we are happy to report that we have had updates 
from a number of students. We encourage all of our alums to friend us on Facebook and send us updates by email at 
tidewaterschool@thetidewaterschool.org. We publish Throwback Thursday photos on Facebook each week, so watch 
for pictures of you and your friends! We are planning an event this winter for recent alumni and would love to be able 
to stay in touch!  

 
 
We were so happy to have a visit from Karl Lapointe and his mother Kathy recently and are glad to 
know that he is thriving at his new Montessori school in Massachusetts!  

 
 

 

Sam Rodilosso became a student at the Key School in Annapolis this year and is on 
the middle school sailing team. Sam spent time at Brown University last summer at their STEM pre-
college program.”The classes I took, Introduction to Human Anatomy, and Marine Biology, were awe-
some. I loved dissecting a heart and eye. I also loved being out on the bay examining marine life. And I 
met so many smart, fun people from around the world that I now call my friends. Here's a fun fact: the 
dorm room I stayed in was once actress Emma Watson's room while she attended Brown! Brown Uni-
versity is now on my list of top 3 college choices.” 

Logan Bossert is a sophomore at Huntingtown High School. He was recruited to be a member of 
the Marching Hurricane drum line as an eighth grader.  After hundreds of hours of practicing, per-
forming and competing, the band is headed to Hershey, PA in mid-November to capture what they 
hope will be their first Atlantic Coast Championship.  The Canes have won their chapter’s champion-
ship nine times.  Logan’s team project “Battle of Stalingrad” was awarded 2nd place at the state level 
of the Maryland History Fair 2017 exploring the theme “Taking a Stand in History. He came to our 
Elementary class and shared the step-by-step process of historical research, writing a paper, pre-
senting it, gathering artifacts, and the final exhibition. 
 
 

 
Chase Skrubis is a 2017 graduate of Granby Memorial High School, CT and is attending Penn State this fall.  As a young 
child, Chase pursued the game of golf with this father and that interest evolved into a project of refurbishing golf clubs. 
Since forming the non-profit charity Klubs for Kids in 2010 in the basement of the family home, Chase has donated 
clubs to 90 children, helped pay for lessons, and started a scholarship at Granby Memorial High School for kids inter-
ested in business.  

 
Hannah Kelly, daughter of former Board member JoEllen Kelly and her husband Gordon, works for 
the Department of Homeland Security and is engaged to be married to Nick Orban in May 2018. She 
has worked for the Department of Homeland Security since her junior year at the University of Mary-
land and is in the Division of Customs and Border Protection. Hannah and her husband-to-be are avid 
Washington Nationals fan and interestingly, both Nick and Hannah are twins with birthdays only a 
few days apart!   
 

Twin brother Christopher Kelly is working out of Madison, WI with the Brucker Corporation (of Ger-
many) which develops high-performance scientific instruments and analytical and diagnostic solutions to explore life 
and materials at a molecular level. He began this job about a year ago and has traveled extensively around the US and 
to Germany. Having taken some time to work on a major political campaign the year before, he caught the political bug 
and may be interested in running for office! 
 

 

    Alumni News 
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Robert Frederick is in his senior year of high school at St. Charles and is in the midst of applying to colleges.  He is 
planning to study mechanical engineering and currently participates in MESA (Math Engineering Science Achieve-
ment), robotics club, and a quiz team. Robert writes: “Last summer, I went on a long road trip up north to New Eng-
land and Canada. I checked out a bunch of colleges, but also explored the towns and cities around them. The sum-
mer before that, though, was the coolest one ever. I went on a 3-week bike trip around Nova Scotia, Canada (Canada 
again!). I had lots of fun camping and riding around the island. I made lots of friends, but even more memories. I 
learned to appreciate the environment while at Tidewater, and I now volunteer often at the American Chestnut 
Land Trust.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emma Rader started her freshman year at Virginia Tech, studying Animal and Poultry Science (APSC), with her 
sights set currently on Veterinary School. She loves working and connecting with animals during the weekly APSC 
Labs in her first semester - cattle, swine, goats, you name it - but she really took charge when they learned the art of 
"sheep flipping." Choosing one of the larger ones from the pen, she had her sheep calmly resting on his haunches in 
no time...no doubt drawing on her 2 years of experience raising 4-H market lambs here at Tidewater! Other than 
college life, she remains active in her church/mission work and hopes to be selected as a leader with the Appalachia 
Service Project mission for Summer 2018, a group she has volunteered with during the past 5 years.  

 
Sophia Amin is a sophomore at Loyola University, Maryland where she is studying biology. She was one of only 20 
students selected this year for Health Outreach Baltimore, a student-led volunteer program at Mercy Hospital. She 
serves as a student advocate, helping patients in the Mother and Baby unit and connecting those patients to com-
munity services. Sophia hopes to apply to professional school in a health-related field upon graduation. Last sum-
mer she worked at Southern Maryland Oral and Maxillofacial surgery with former Tidewater parents Dr. Paul 
Schwartz and Dr. Clay Kim. 
 
Jonah Amin is a junior at Indian Creek School in Annapolis where he served as a senior counselor for the school’s 
STARS program last summer. This transformational camp serves disadvantaged minority youth from fourth 
through eighth grades. The program helps to prepare campers for the rigors of high school courses like Advanced 
Placement and IB. Jonah has played varsity lacrosse for Indian Creek since 9th grade, including at the school’s divi-
sion championship appearance at Johns Hopkins last spring. 

 
High school junior Charlie Weber is attending Bishop O’Connell H.S. in Arlington, Va to get more 
exposure to college basketball coaches and receive instruction from Coach Joe Wootten. Here is a 
picture of Charlie playing in an AUU tournament in Las Vegas this past July.  

Robert, Emma, Jonah, and Sophia 



 

 

 

Bailey, Marta, and Liam Ulbricht’s mom Maria writes: 
 
Bailey is currently in London on a Marshall Scholarship pursuing her Master's Degree in Islamic 
Law. She is still running her non-profit Paper Airplanes (paper-airplanes.org), where American 
and Turkish students tutor refugees who have been displaced from their schooling. She is also working on a political 
campaign for a Maryland governor hopeful. Bailey completed her Fulbright Teaching Fellowship in Turkey, where she 
taught English to young people, and her energy is endless...just as when she was at Tidewater! 

Marta is living in Venice Beach, California working for a composer who writes for movies and documentaries. She is 
working on presenting her empowering story of holistic healing to high schools nationwide. In her spare time, she 
surfs, hikes, cycles, and competes in triathlons. She says California is home, despite our pleas to come back East! 
 
Liam is a freshman at Florida Institute of Technology, where he is studying aviation This past summer he interned at 
PN Hoffman's departments of finance and marketing in D.C. He really enjoyed his time there and hopes to return to 
learn even more next summer. 
 
 
 
We were very pleased to receive this photo of alumni Will Jones and Andrew Novak who met up in 
California recently, proving that Tidewater friendships last a lifetime.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We reached out to our founder Nancy Libertini for an update on her daughter Katie Bolyard, a member of the first 
Tidewater class. “Katie is the most beautiful and loving mother of two precious little girls:  Bethany, age 7, in first 
grade, and Naomi, age 15 months.”  Katie and her husband Jim, a Methodist pastor, live in North Carolina where Jim 
recently finished his program at the Duke School of Divinity. 
 
Nancy’s daughter Jessica Libertini, whose own Montessori experience as a child prompted Nancy to found the 
school,  is on sabbatical from Virginia Military Institute where she is a math professor.  Jessica is currently serving as a 
Presidential Fellowship Award Recipient at the Defense Department where she is studying and facilitating greater cul-
tural understanding between our military and foreign countries.  She examines ways in which the U.S. military might 
assist with disaster relief, educational support from our troops, etc.  “She has a real heart for people and is determined 
to be a peacemaker in this world.” 
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Maria, Liam, and Suzanne 

Nancy, Katie, Bethany, and Naomi 

http://paper-airplanes.org/
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A Snapshot of Our Classrooms 

Elementary News:  
 

This year’s Elementary team, comprising Denise Weller, Suzanne McAlexander, 
and Cecy Quintana has been working together to make sure that students are 
consistently challenged with Montessori work, inspired to pursue topics that 
they love, and encouraged to take the perspectives of others as they socialize 
and prepare for middle school. 
 
Many of the Elementary traditions, including Theme Sharing days, empathy les-
sons, STEM days, and writer’s workshop continue in the class. We are adding a 
series of manners workshops for our 5th year students and are pleased that for-
mer Tidewater parent Kristin Pearson Wilcox will be leading that effort. 
 
As part of our annual multicultural celebrations tradition, music teacher Ashley 
Woodside joined Mikaela Rossman Clark and family as they shared, stories, songs, 

and foods for Rosh Hashanah. New parent Natasha Tariq along with our good friend Dr. 
Emad Albanna and community leader Mrs. Yousef hosted the Elementary class at the 
mosque in Prince Frederick in October. We feasted on treats, discussed Muslim family 
traditions, viewed beautifully calligraphed copies of the Koran, and discussed rituals in 
the Islamic faith. 
 
We were pleased to lead the school in singing, yoga, and dancing for Peace One Day in 
September and will always be grateful to former teacher Karen Cronin for introducing 
us to this very special international observance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Our 5th year students visited Farming4Hunger during United Way of Calvert County’s Day of Car-
ing on September 13th. Our students and teachers sorted and crated potatoes for shipment to local 
food banks and helped to feed the livestock at the farm. Afterwards, they participated in an opioid 
addiction awareness program to local victims of the epidemic. At the end of the day, workers at 
the farm, who had worked with the students that morning, shared their very personal and poign-
ant stories of incarceration, recovery, and the work they have done on the farm to rebuild their 
lives and help others. Many hugs were exchanged and it was evident that 
everyone present was deeply touched by the experience. Each child sent a 
personal thank you note to one of the people with whom they had worked 
that day. We encourage everyone to spend a day at the farm and experience 

the incredible work that is taking place there. 



 

Tidewater Times - Fall 2017 Edition  7 

4-H and Cloverbuds 
 

For the third year running, our 4H’s club tapestry took top honor at the Calvert County fair. 
This years tapestry reflects the major science theme of whales, the subject of a semesters 
worth of math, language, art, and science work in the elementary classroom.  
 
Our Cloverbuds Club (primary) collected items and made donations for their holiday service 
project through Operation Christmas Child. They assembled surprises 
which were packed and shared with needy children around the 
world. 
 

 
In Memorium: 
 
We are saddened by the news that former Tidewater parent and aftercare assistant Patricia 
Withers, fondly known as Ms. Pat, died unexpectedly last month. She leaves behind husband Mike and daughters 
Shelby , Kelsey, and Haley.  
 
The Tidewater community was also sad to learn that former student Sam Boerckel, son of Joe and Jaye of Dunkirk, died 
unexpectedly last March at the age of 28. He was employed as a carpenter with South River Restoration. In his leisure 
time he enjoyed being outdoors, walking on the beach looking for shark teeth, fishing, and crabbing. 
 
Special classes: 
 
Outdoor Education (from teacher Jamie Testa): Maria Montessori said “Education is a natural process carried out by 
the child and is not acquired by listening to words but by experiences in the environment.”   
We’ve already had a great start to the school year using the outdoor spaces at school as our classroom. We’ve learned 
about compost, seeds, and wetlands. The students have used nature paint brushes, created forest faces from mud, and 
planted vegetable seeds for a fall harvest. It’s my hope that the things we do outdoors together will encourage each 
child to: 

1) use their senses to experience nature in new and different ways , as 
well as engage all personalities and learning types, 

2) to find fun, comfort, and ease in nature; through art, nature journaling, 
or hands- on science, and 

3) to be able to see their science lessons in action; like when we learn 
about seeds and watch the life cycle of plants happen in our own raised 
garden beds or watch and record seasonal changes around us!     

 

It has been my pleasure to work with the children and watch their 
faces light up with each new experience they have. These photos dem-
onstrate the pride they have in their work, their excitement for learn-
ing new things, and the joy (and silliness) they feel in discovery. 
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Music (from teacher Ashley Woodside): This Fall, Tidewater's young musicians have 
been playing, singing, and dancing to songs about apples, paw-paws, leaves, pump-
kin stew, and even Old Abram Brown. In our Orff Schulwerk classes, children use 
their natural sense of play to experience carefully structured lessons that include 
imitation, experimentation, and creative personal expression. Students become con-
fident, life-long musicians and creative problem solvers through 
their collaborations and ensemble experiences. Primary students 
have been introduced to high and low sounds on the xylophone, 
metallophone, and recorder, have traveled the solar system to 

musical planets, and have used rhythmic speech based on their own ideas. You may have heard 
them singing, "What shall we put in the pumpkin stew?" The answers were "read" in rhythm with a 
steady pulse in choral speech, "Pink spider, jack o lantern, pink spider, ghooooost!" Elementary stu-
dents have been creating expressive movement phrases based on our explorations of the human 
breath and the idea of transfer of energy. They have also been singing a three-part canon in Latin called, Gaudeamus. 
For our Thanksgiving feast, the whole school is performing a rock song called Nothing More with the refrain, "We are 
how we treat each other." 
 

Ashley also offers instrumental and voice lessons to current and former students after school each afternoon. She cur-
rently has students studying voice, saxophone, ukulele, violin, and piano. We are thrilled that she has found the time 
to offer individualized instruction our students! 
 

 
 
Spanish (from teacher Cecy Quintana): The stories and traditions 
of Dia de los Muertos are something that we share with the Pri-
mary and Elementary classes each fall. This year’s celebration fea-
tured our traditional ofrenda, masks, dancing, a parade around the 
school and a fantastic feast. Our Elementary students continue to 
serve as teaching assistants to me in the Primary classes. They par-
ticipate in teaching lessons and sharing their Spanish and cultural 
knowledge. In December we will travel through the classrooms to 
introduce Los Posadas and act out Mary and Joseph’s visit to the 
inn. In the meantime we continue to teach basic songs and vocabu-
lary to the Primary students and practice more advanced vocabu-
lary and conversational Spanish each day in Elementary. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Physical Education: ( from teacher Seaona deGennaro) We started the school year with coop-
erative and trust building games where students began exploring how their individual space 
and movements impact and coincide with the space and movements of others.  Throughout the 
school year we will have the opportunity to: 
 
●explore wide-ranging forms of movement, such as orienteering, archery, kayaking, and obsta-
cle course construction. 
 
 ● Increase core strength, balance, agility, coordination, and flexibility, through activities like 
yoga, tai chi, and a ropes course. 
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Staff News 

                                             
●replicate games outside of class such as Capture the Flag, Crusts and Crumbs, and Chinese Jump Rope. 
● autonomously revise games and activities as needed, to better fit the perimeters and cir-                                                    
cumstances of our area of play, number of players, etc. 
●learn movement with global background/perspective, such as Haka from New Zealand, 
combine movement with music, promoting rhythm and synchronization, such as Tinikling from the Philippine 
● explore the outdoors in all types of weather with water play in warm weather or sledding in the snow or as we did for 
our spring kayaking and fall camping trip at the end of October, where students set up camp, whittled their own cooking 
skewers, gathered firewood, cooked over an open fire and hiked.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our teachers and assistants attended the Virginia Montessori Association conference in Freder-
icksburg last month. Topics included social justice and children’s literature, pre-coding and prob-
lem solving, and mindfulness. New Primary teacher Michelle Dyro also attended the Institute of 
Advanced Montessori Studies’ conference in November. 
 
This fall, Ashley Woodside presented to the American Orff-Schulwerk Association’s Professional 
Development National Conference in Fort Worth, TX. Ashley was one of many expert Schulwerk 
practitioners who presented sessions on active, hands-on music making that allow teachers to fur-
ther develop their musicianship and teaching process throughout the USA. Besides the many ses-
sions, there were performances by some of the best elementary music ensembles from the region 
and evening program events that addressed special topics in movement and music.  This winter, 
Ashley will travel to Nanning in southwest China to present a three-day workshop series to the 
Southeast Asia Orff Institute and later to the New York State Theater Educators Association stu-

dent conference. 

 
Laura Amin and Michelle Dyro are headed to Denver in March to attend the American Montessori Association’s Annual 
Conference. This 4-day conference features travel writer Rick Steves as the keynote speaker. 
 
Christine Marcus joined us in August as the new Administrative Assistant in the office. Christine worked for eleven 
years as an Office Manager before taking a break to be a stay-at-home mom to her son. We are fortunate to have such a 
cheery and skilled person handling daily operations at Tidewater. Christine manages tuition,  records for the school, and 
is typically the first person people speak with when they call Tidewater. Former administrative 
assistant April Watts has chosen to return to managing operations at  the Watts home and spend 
more time with son Aiden (a former Tidewater student). 
 

 



 Tidewater’s Summer Facelift  

 

 

120 Cox Road 

P.O. Box 755 

Huntingtown, MD  

Thank you… to the James Hardie Company for their generous donation of siding, the Circle of Friends donation 
of funds to cover installation costs, and the Calvert garden club grant… to give Tidewater a brand new look .Our 
new gray siding is complemented by window boxes and planters all around the building. As usual, parent volun-
teers worked hard just before the start of school to put finishing touches on the grounds and the results are 
stunning. Come by and see our new look! 
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